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GRADUATION PROJECT OVERVIEW
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GRADUATION PROJECT SCHEDULE

Topic Formulation Assignment

Date Due Points
Topic Reflection Assignment

Date Due Points
Topic Proposal

Date Due Points
Preliminary Outline

Date Due Points
Preliminary Bibliography

Date Due Points
Notes on Research

Date Due Points
First Rough Draft

Date Due Points
Second Rough Draft

Date Due Points
Final Draft

Date Due Points

Oral Presentation

Date Due Points



GRADUATION PROJECT DESIGN
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Any senior who has earned a

grade of “A” in BOTH marking periods may be exempt from the final exam, but
will NOT be exempt from the Senior Graduation Project. 1
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GRADUATION PROJECT TOPIC IDEAS
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TOPIC IDEAS, cont.
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TOPIC PROPOSAL
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WRITING A THESIS STATEMENT

What is a Thesis?
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Examples of Average and Excellent Thesis Statements

Average: O [ K 1 1 1
Excellent: # 1 K ' , [
7 LIPIELEET

Average: , 1 " I # 3T A # m
Excellent: , 1 # 7 ? # #

m 1 , 3 7" # ;  #
Average: " K 2 #
Excellent: b <" 1

m <" , !

Average: 5

Excellent: 4 # 71 ?

For more help when creating a quality thesis statement, link to
www.palisadessd.org/phslibrary
Select: Student Resources
Select: Writing Help
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GATHERING RESOURCES

ACCESSING ARTICLES FROM SCHOLARLY JOURNALS (Peer Re-
viewed)

Option 1:
- 1 E)))B B 1 #
(7 ¢ 0 (/5 ) & 7
(/7 ¢ + 0.1 b & F ) Eseelibrary staff
(/7 ¢ + 0.1 3
A6 A)
A6 VA 16 H 6 ".A.,! G IH
A6E ) 51 /1 # 61 #6061 $)H 6 1 #> H
A6 36 M
Option 2:
- 1 E)))B B 1 #
(7 ¢ 0 (/5 ) & 7
(7 ¢ ) 8 ) 0o 5 b)) * # o
A6t EEEEVES) 16 H 6 ".A.,! G IH
A6t ¢ ! VES RN & !
A6t b)) 51 /11 61 #6 & > H
A6 36 M
Why are we required to locate and use these articles?
Reason #1: — # * 4 ! ! ! # 1§ l# )
1) I 18
Reason#2: ;! # # ! ! $ ¢ i# D $ 1 6 *
6 # $ H,!1 & 1& I L #
#/ ) 6 & & & I 4 $ & *
* & B
What does “peer reviewed” mean?
(information provided by University of Texas Library Website)
1 $ ) 1 - ! 1 # ! ! 1o #
$ B 31 & $) = it [ 1 &
o511 7 ! V4 #1101 $ [
L B i 81 ! ' $)5,& 0 & 7: # 1
& *1 DINL * B0 " )l# ' 1 &* B *
11 B
How do I identify a “peer reviewed” articleJ
- # ! 6 ) ) # # ! $) 1 #: B i #
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4 * $) 1 ) ) EL EDMWND # o e




GATHERING RESOURCES, cont.

Searching for interlibrary
loan materials

B - E www.palisadessd.org/phslibrary
B E Student Resources
B E PHS Databases and Links
B E Power Library
B E Access Pennsylvania Database
B E Search the Database5 7
B E Here to search the entire state
<B E All Libraries
DB 1 # 5/ #) 17
B3 E 1 & *
# 4 * &8
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Library Staff will alert you when the material that
you have requested has arrived. Feel free to come
ask about the status of your requests.

6 Opposing Vltwpomts Resource Center,
A virtual library of resources from Gale, designed to aid
students in the study of today's hottest social issues.
Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center is a flexible, com-
prehensive and beneficial search tool supporting high
school and public library research.

To Access Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center:

Go to www.palisadessd.org/phslibrary

Select Student Resources

Select PHS Databases and Links

Link to Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center
Use the password: see library staff

A o

b # & $
! D! ! #) 1
B 51! # 1's$
1& # i# D &
4 # B . % i# &
D) ) /¢ * 1 / # &
# 1 ! $ #1 B
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Great for:
e Articles
e Images and graphics
e Websites
e Primary sources
To Access SIRS Knowledge Center:
B = www.palisadessd.org/phslibrary
B & ! # ) & Curricular
Links

8 ( / SIRS Knowledge Source
g 2 1 & E see library staff
g 2 1 ) Eseelibrary staff

Ebooks

E ! # E destiny.palisadessd.org
E % ! /) ! /
/ $ #
EO / I title /
) P'iink ' /7 # !
/
E ! / View this Ebook
T ! I search tab
/ #) ! 1 /
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-1 23 6 ! contents
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GATHERING RESOURCES, cont.

A PA,
Ly e

(1[4 ; § Welcome to the POWER Library

Pennsylvania Online World of Electronic Resouices:

LibFary

Library Catalog

5 31 1 7
EBSCOhost5& 9 | ) 0
! #= 6) I+ 6
Brr ) ! ! *
* 1o § §
SIRS Discoverer 5& 9 D
6) I* 6 b7
Facts for Learning 5 * &Y
0o $ i— 3 &z AT
& bo# f , H

Student Research Center 5

AP Multimedia Archive5& 7
Biography Reference Bank
Contemporary Authors 5 7
Grove Art/Music Online

Oxford Reference Online 5 #i
! i 87

To Access Power Library:

Go to www.palisadessd.org/phslibrary

Select Student Resources

Select PHS Databases and Links

If you are at school, select Power Library

If you are home, link within the text below Power
Library and enter the barcode from the back of
your valid public library card

agrwnE

EBSCOhost Notes:

Username: see library staff
password: see library staff
E EBSCOhost Web
E All applicable databases to suit your
topicB
,H# E keyword
t the arrangement you want your

articles to appear by adjusting the
sort preference by date (most current)
or relevance (keyword appears in
article more often).
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ABC-CLIO Databases:
World History: The Modern Era
American History
American Government

To Access ABC-CLIO:
Go to www.palisadessd.org/phslibrary
Select Student Resources
Select PHS Databases and links
Link to the appropriate database
Use the user name: see library staff
Use the password: see library staff
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GATHERING RESOURCES, cont.

PUBLIC DOMAIN IMAGES AND
ROYALTY-FREE MUSIC WEBSITES

IMAGES
§
§--" 1° * -L 1
§-- # 1
B-- < =
§-- # 1
§-- 1
8--
3 %0) >, # < =
> #8
#
/ / > B -" F
5 8 1 # 1 "
" # #
T # 1 1
, 1
<5 s _ Twww 7 7
1 # 3 # 1
1 [
#
MUSIC
# OHIT §
8 1 #"

) #O#T " #, I 1 1
<5 T



GATHERING RESOURCES, cont.

INTERLIBRARY LOAN REQUEST FORM
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PRELIMINARY BIBLIOGRAPHY/WORKS CITED PAGE
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BIBLIOGRAPHY/WORKS CITED PAGE
INSTRUCTIONS AND EXAMPLES

7 3 #- - b #7 # 5 .3 y 3
71 1 > , #,# # 1
, 7ot 2 3 3 < , 2 ,
1 # - #
1 1 1 1 5 ", #
BOOKS:
< E 1 F E F/# ,
’ 5, 3 #
Book with one author:
= , "= = 1 5 D .8 , <1 3*
Book with two authors:
" 3/ 3 < . / 8>1 ><j = 5 5 D .
= 3*((
MAGAZINES:
< E 1 OF I JE ; . F 1 " 2 E
E #"° # R ", 1
= . "> I< # 1 5 <" Jo =#P  "$$ 8
INTERNET:
< E7 , 3 1 FI< JE ; R E
, 1 E #" # FOK)>RE F
General Website (found via search engine not through a subscription database):
One author:
=/ # s = > .1 6 + #S=5 "$ *((
Q 8- " - G T9(9% T 3 T9("99*R
No author:

/ . #F=#*((C <" , #< '$ *(C Q& , #
- R

Palisades Specific Resources:
Article from EBSCOhost
(Resource originally print and converted to electronic):

0 3= # 9 P i , #T SK < #* P #*(( 3 >78
( 5 o+ / : >, # 7% *( Q 8-
R
INTERVIEWS:
E 1 F # 1 E #" # F
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PARENTHETICAL CITATIONS
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SUMMARIZING, PARAPHRASING, AND QUOTING

# V 2 3
3 ; v ., [

Summarizing

2 h EF # 3

EF TEEw 7 #
1 [ # #
2 # + #-% /

2 8
A m 1 3
A 1
A 1
Paraphrasing

1 3
7 < . I J T
% 3 ? 3 3 3
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Quoting
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NOTES ON RESEARCH

FORMAT

CONTENT




Note Taking Sheet

Name

Source Documentation (proper MLA format):

Source Type:

Outline Subtopic:

Notes and Parenthetical Citations (include page numbers, if appropriate):




THE FIRST DRAFT: WRITTEN COMPONENT

1 1 1 1
4 3 , 3% g 5y .y
3 1 3
7 E “F
1 # /

18

1. Title Page$ < 1 3
- 3 i
2. Outlined <
3. First Page: 1 1
1 §
/
/

3. Introductions
7

4. Main Bodys} 1 1

5. Conclusion: 7
2 7" # 7

6. Bibliography/Works Cited Page8 <" ** ** 7
—se]



WRITING HELP

Varied Sentence

Beginnings
,
#
7 #
#
7
LB | 2
7
L B | #
7 ll,

Helpful Notes:

D
E [ I S

[

# ",
oo E 3 F , J#
I3 7 TEQ
**F
#

Homophones are words that sound alike
but have different spellings and meanings.
# As a result, these words are often confused
in writing.

Examples:

Accept (to receive): "I accept your
apology."

# Except (excluded from): "I like

everyone except her."

Capital (economic resources OR
# the city where lawmakers meet)
Capitol (the building where law-
makers meet)

Principal (head of a school): "The
7 # principal is your pal."

Principle (a moral or fundamental
truth): "That is against my princi-
ples."

- There (meaning "in that place"):
"The book is over there."

Their (possessive pronoun
"belonging to them"): "Their book"
# They're (contraction for "they
are"): "They're coming soon."

# Its (possessive pronoun): "The dog
lost its bone."

It's (contraction for "it is"): "It's a
shame you can't come."




WRITING HELP, cont.

Transitional Words and Phrases

Why use transitional words and phrases?
e 2 D ! ! & & '# # % ! B
. ! ) ! *)r &1 ! B

What do transitional words and phrases do for your writing?
o« iyr1 *x & i * & ! 1B

Here is a list of “relationships” that supporting ideas may have, followed by a list of
transitional words and phrases that can connect those ideas:

Addition:
g f* 1 & & $ 1§ i vogxo o#r i v i # 61 g
#i
Consequence:
# A I D A N T R
! *
Summarizing:
. i P I i #0 #$ 0 *f i
POy §oor g && # 1 * # 0 ! i i & && 90* #
Generalizing:
i i* o1& B # /0 #ooo#
Restatement:
Por ) & il Wi g/ wo g
Contrast and Comparison:
p#r & /0 S # (25 YN I T R N S N B #
vi & ##l Y)S$SE 0 s v @ iy onr)
Sequence:
o v DIL N P& &§r Di* ot & §r 6 i
&i i 2 YRR ST I R TS Y A B #r ) i @
' & & && # 1 i #oxo #H1OH I & #H1or
! g
Illustration/Concession Examples:
* 6& 4% p* Lo #)# ] # Porror ) i
i O
Similarity:
/) (| & (& $ 1 & f#1 & /
Direction:
gy g v o# 0 # g8 s6 v oxp v g1

For Concession:
LR I B i1 & &4 i &  #h g #ox it



WRITING HELP, cont.

Commonly Misspelled Words

S . E rrrr g F
* & # $
$ ' &
* 1# #
&& #&
I#1&
!
9
&
* & I ¥ 1
& &
# &
$ &
11 #
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WRITING HELP, cont.

Conciseness & "¢ - - - o (F
o * D ' & * 8 ) 8O D dY# LTS 1 )
) i ) # ! b3 L Y / #) !
B ! ! # 1 1) /1 # B/
& # 1) ! N & ! 11 gzl #1 & * $) & )
D & B
N -0 5 &)1 11 ) /1 ) #$ #

B

1. Replace several vague words with more powerful and specific words.

) $ & & D 6 D) 46
" ENED ) 3 | & * ) & DL
1 # i$ 0 - $i& 118 # B+
& ! ! 1) * * BA 1 1 68&
D 4 SH& 1 # D B

Wordy: Our website has made available many of the things you can use for making a de-
cision on the best dentist. (20 words)

Concise: Our website presents criteria for determining the best dentist. (9 words)

2. Interrogate every word in a sentence

or / $ #) &/ ! $ &' & 4 Bi* )
) i # .1 1 $ ! & M
! & 6 & D D) ! B

Wordy: The teacher demonstrated some of the various ways and methods for cutting

words from my essay that I had written for class. (22 words)

Concise: The teacher demonstrated methods for cutting words from my essay. (10 words)

3. Combine Sentences.

-

& * & 4 * # ! ) !
#* $ b, & * & i I 8 #

Wordy: The supposed crash of a UFO in Roswell, New Mexico aroused interest in extra-
terrestrial life. This crash is rumored to have occurred in 1947. (24 words)

Concise: The supposed 1947 crash of a UFO in Roswell, New Mexico aroused interest in
extraterrestrial life. (16 words)



THE FIRST DRAFT: EVALUATION

TOPIC:

TITLE PAGE AND OUTLINE: <
1

(15 points)
’ INTRODUCTION:
3 7 3
(5 points)
) MAIN BODY: 77 T
" # 7
T T 7 e 3
EF T T, # 1.
3 7
(60 points)
) CONCLUSION: ) 7
# 7 " ) 2
)
3
= 3
?
(5 points)
’ BIBLIOGRAPHY/WORKS CITED PAGES = " ** 1°(
7 " < 7 .
#
(15 points)

TOTAL POINTS FOR THE DRAFT
(

/100 points)

EVALUATION OF THE FIRST DRAFT:

7
(B3

1




FINAL REQUIREMENTS
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GENERAL INFORMATION 8
. 7 7 #-
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WRITTEN COMPONENT
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FINAL REQUIREMENTS, cont.

ORAL COMPONENT
7 ; b 1
, , e qpeges :
. o L
3, # .
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"(( , 1 B
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PA WRITING RUBRIC

FOCUS CONTENT ORGANIZATION STYLE CONVENTIONS
The single controlling [  The presence of The order developed | The choice, use and | The use of grammar, me-
point made with an ideas developed and sustained within arrangement of | chanics, spelling, usage,
awareness of task | through facts, exam- | and across paragraphs |words and sentence | and sentence formation.
(mode) about a spe- | ples, anecdotes, de- | using transitional de- | structure that create
cific topic tails, opinions, statis- | vices and including tone and voice
tics, reasons, and/or |introduction and conclu-
explanations sion
4 Sharp, distinct Substantial, Sophisticated Precise, illustrative |Evident control
controlling point specific, and/or arrangement of use of a variety of  [of grammar,
made about a illustrative content content with words and sen- mechanics,
single topic demonstrating evident and/or tence structures spelling, usage
with evident strong development  [subtle transitions to create consistent |and sentence
awareness of and sophisticated writer's voice formation
task (mode) ideas and tone appropri-
ateto
audience
3 Apparent point Sufficiently devel- Functional Generic use of a Sufficient control
made about a oped content arrangement of variety of words of grammar,
single topic with suffi- |with adequate content that sustains a |and sentence mechanics,
cient awareness of  |elaboration or logical structures that may [spelling, usage
task (mode) explanation order with some or may not and sentence
evidence of transitions |create writer's voice [formation
and tone
appropriate to
audience
2 No apparent Limited content Confused or Limited word choice |Limited control
point but evidence of |with inadequate inconsistent and control of sen- |of grammar,
a specific topic elaboration or arrangement of tence mechanics,
explanation content with or structures that spelling usage
without attempts at inhibit voice and and sentence
transitions tone formation
1 Minimal evidence Superficial and/or Minimal control Minimal variety in  |Minimal control
of a topic minimal content of content word choice and of grammar,
arrangement minimal control mechanics,
of sentence spelling usage
structures and sentence
formation
NON-SCORABLE (NS) OFF-PROMPT (OP)

* Is illegible; i.e., includes so many undecipherable words that no sense can be made of the

response; or

* Is incoherent; i.e., words are legible but syntax is so garbled that response makes no sense;

or

* Is insufficient; i.e., does not include enough to assess domains adequately; or
* |s a blank paper

* Is readable but did not
respond to prompt




GRADUATION PROJECT WRITTEN PRESENTATION
EVALUATION

5<=0 CCCCCCCCCCCCCLCLCCCCCCcceeeeceece < 0 ceeeeececeecceece
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5 EXCELLENT
W
W 2
W
W 1 #
4 VERY GOOD
W ;
W
W 2 ;
W)
3 ACCEPTABLE/SATISFACTORY

W e g :
W 3, i 1

W ) 2 3, #

W 6 - : 7 7

UNACCEPTABLE/NOT YET SATISFACTORY

=E===
X oW
B=S
N

1

UNACCEPTABLE/UNSATISFACTORY




WRITING HELP, cont.

Common Editing and Proofreading Marks

ins er}.ﬁépace

january is a month

Fummer is a season
delegte

something

Insert Alere

the| carired)

Ton}\Dick and Harryg,

pages 142—:57

Ghisn T

E\Iot a sentenc eZl

insert space

January is a month
Capitalize

SUIMIner 1s A Seasorn
Lower case

delete
(if crossed through a lower-case letter)

Delete

Insert somethingz here

the red car
Transpose words

Tom, Dick and Harrvy.
Insert comma and period

pages 142-57
Close up space.

Spelling incorrect

This is not a sentence.
Check subject and verb.

<F]1is is not a proper sentence 1t contains two complete ideas>
Divide run-on sentences into two separate shorter sentences.

9

passive

Start a new paragraph at this point.

Passive construction
(Rewrite in the active voice)

Yirong word
(Is this the meaning you intend?)

Sense unclear, vague, or unconvincing
(Rewrite for clarity)

Awlkoward construction
(Correct grammar, style, or word usage)

Factual error or something dreadfully wrong
(See the instructor if you are unsure vwhy)




GRADUATION PROJECT ORAL PRESENTATION

RUBRIC

Presenter's Name

Your Name

Topic of Presentation

Excellent

Information clearly relates
to and supports thesis;
axtensive research and
complete understanding
of topic is evident (24 pts)

Content

Coherence
and
Organization

Thesis is clearly stated
and developed; specific
and appropriate examples
used; clear conclusion;
logical and complete
organization (20 pts)

Creativity Very original presentation;
good variety of materials/
media; visual completely
enhances the presentation
{10 pts)

Speaking Poised; articulate; proper

Skills volume; steady rate; total
eye contact; enthusiastic;
confident (20 pts)

Audience Involves the audience in

Appeal the presentation; points

and made in a creative way;

Involvement holds audience's attention

throughout (10 pts)

Appropriate dress worn;
covers content within
allotted tima frame (10 pts)

Requirements

Very Good

Sufficient information
that relates and
suppaorts thesis; good
research and under-
standing of topic (20 pts)

Thesis is not stated;
generally well
organized and
presented in logical
Sequence (19 pts)

Some originality;
some variety of
materials/ media;
visual enhances the
presentation (g pts)

Clear articulation but
not highly polished;
good eye contact
(19 pts)

Does not involve
audience in the
presentation; holds
audience's attention
most of the time (9 pts)

Appropriate dress
not worn; time could
be used better (9 pts)

Satisfactory

Some basic information
that relates and sup-
ports thesis; basic
research and under-
standing of topic (17 pts)

Thesis is not stated;
concept and ideas
loosely connacted;
choppy flow and
arganization {18 pts)

Little originality; little
use of materials/

media; visual somawhat
enhances the
presentation (@ pts)

Some mumbling;
occasional eye contact;
little or no expression
{17 pts)

Some related facts but
goes off topic and loses
audience; presents facts
with little or no
imagination (8 pts)

Appropriate dress
not worn; needs more
topic coverage (8 pts)

Unacceptable

Minimal information
that does not relate to
thesis; does not have
an understanding of
topic (16 pts)

Thesis is not stated;
disjointed presentation;
vague development

of thesis; no apparent
logical order {17 pts)

Little or no originality;
insufficient use of
materials/media;
ineffective visual

{6 pts)

Inaudible or too loud;
no eye contact;
monotone and
disinterested (16 pts)

Incoherent; audience
loses interest and
cannat determine
the point of the
presentation (7 pts)

Appropriate dress
not wern; minimal
length or too long
(7 pts)

Content
Past (2 pts)

Present (2 pts)
Future (2 pts)

SCORING

Coherence and Organization

Creativity

Speaking Skills

Audience Appeal and Involvement

Requirements

TOTAL POINTS
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