READING, ENGLISH, LANGUAGE ARTS
LENGTH OF TIME: 

Daily, 1-1 ½ hours
GRADE LEVEL: 

Kindergarten
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:

The Kindergarten Language Arts curriculum will focus on developing foundational skills that prepare students for later learning in the language arts.  These foundational skills include the development of listening and speaking skills, pre-writing and writing skills, phonological awareness, concepts of print, and other pre and early reading skills. Students will be engaged with various literacy materials and activities in a literature based environment throughout their daily classroom routine.   An integrated focus will be attained through the Essential Question.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION:   How do I communicate?

COURSE STANDARDS:

PENNSYLVANIA LEARNING STANDARDS for EARLY CHILDHOOD (PA LSEC): http://www.able.state.pa.us/early_childhood/lib/early_childhood/final_Kindergarten_Standards_2007.pdf

1.1  Learning to Read Independently 

The student will:

A. Develop book/print knowledge and conventions (turn pages from left to right when reading, read words and sentences from left to right, read from top to bottom, return sweep, parts of a book [cover, title, author, illustrator, title page, print represents language)

B. Develop sentence awareness/word awareness

C. Discriminate words and sounds

D. Discriminate, identify, and produce rhyming words and alliteration

E. Segment phonemes to form words

F. Blend sounds to make a spoken word

G. Develop knowledge of letters and their sounds (Alphabetic Principle)

H. Decode words (phonics)

I. Encode words (phonics)

J. Read emergently with adequate fluency

K. Name and describe new concepts

L. Acquire a reading vocabulary consisting of common words (environmental print, sight words, word families)

M. Listen to new vocabulary in multiple contexts in order to understand new words and concepts

N. Discuss unknown words and word meanings

O. Use an increasingly complex and varied spoken vocabulary

P. Demonstrate an increasing understanding of new vocabulary introduced in conversations, activities, stories or books

Q. Demonstrate the understanding that communication occurs in different ways including the use of various languages, devices, and gestures

Supportive Practices Include (Refer to PA LSEC for complete list)

· Provide daily opportunities for learners to look at and read books, daily message, charts, posters and magazines, word walls, letter recognition.

· Provide a learning center and classroom library where learners can independently practice using print conventions. 

· Read aloud from a variety of picture books about the concept, highlighting concept words during the explicit follow-up conversations.

· Encourage and support learners as they expand their use of language during classroom conversations.

· Emphasize letter-sound relationships during large and small group shared reading experiences. 

1.2 Reading Critically in All Content Areas

The student will:

A. Determine important ideas and messages in informational texts

B. Recognize the characteristics of various types of texts

C. Identify features of informational texts and use them to make meaning

Supportive Practices Include (Refer to PA LSEC for complete list)

· Engage learners in conversations about the big ideas and concepts in reading selections.

· Provide a variety of texts in the classroom library.

· Engage learners in discussions to compare fiction and non-fiction texts.

1.3 Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature

The student will:

A. Understand and respond to a variety of literary selections that are read, listened to or viewed

B. Monitor comprehension while viewing, listening to and reading literary selections

Supportive Practices Include (Refer to PA LSEC for complete list)

· Provide ideas and discussions that help learners make connections between what they read and their own life.

· Explicitly model comprehension strategies (making connections, visualizing, predicting and checking predictions, questioning) during interactive read alouds.

1.4 Types of Writing 

The student will:

A. Describe the role of people, places, and things in a story

B. Include simple plot when sharing information

C. Identify illustrations that depict story content

D. Draw or write informational sentences (letters, descriptions, definitions, collections of facts simple instructions) using illustrations when relevant

E. Differentiate between fact and opinion

Supportive Practices Include (Refer to PA LSEC for complete list)

· Provide opportunities throughout the school day for learners to engage in shared and interactive writing.

· Provide opportunities for children to explore topics of personal relevance.

· Model, using the appropriate language/vocabulary, the writing process including pre-writing strategies, the various ways ideas can be recorded, revising, editing, and publishing.  Teach Kid-Writing.

1.5 Quality of Writing

The student will:

A. Demonstrate conventional penmanship- Trace, copy and generate letters of alphabet-both uppercase and lower case

B. Create a focus for the ‘piece’ of writing

C. C . Retell about specific experiences, people, objects, events, or stories with a focused topic

D. Use appropriate content for the topic

E. Organize words into a complete thought

F. Use a variety of pictures or words to express a thought

G. Revise writing or illustrations to sequence events and add detail

H. Publish or present writing

Supportive Practices Include (Refer to PA LSEC for complete list)

· Provide opportunities throughout the school day for learners to engage in tracing, copying, forming, and writing letters.

· Model rich spoken language (vocabulary and sentence structure)

· Provide various classroom resources around the room (labels, word walls, charts)

1.6 Speaking and Listening

The student will:

A. Listen responsively to directions, stories and conversations

B. Recite rhymes, songs and familiar text

C. Speak clearly enough to be understood by most listeners

D. Modulate voice volume and intonation

E. Ask and answer relevant questions and share experiences individually and in groups

F. Initiate and respond appropriately to conversations and discussions

Supportive Practices Include (Refer to PA LSEC for complete list)

· Model, using the appropriate language/vocabulary, the behaviors of being a good listener (eye contact, turn taking, quiet body, hands to self, voice turned off)

· Encourage and support learners as they expand their use of language and confidence at speaking during group discussions and in front of others.

1.7 Research

The student will:

A. Choose a topic of interest to research/ talk about/share with classmates

B. Demonstrate increasing understanding that technology can be used to gain information

C. Recognize the different parts of informational text that are used to locate information (table of contents, index, glossary)

Supportive Practices Include (Refer to PA LSEC for complete list)

· Provide opportunities for learners to share and research topics of interest.

· Select software and Internet websites to support learners’ research.

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS:

Students will demonstrate achievement of the standards by:

1. Class Participation
2. Oral presentations

3. Technology projects
TITLES OF UNITS:

1. Themes (from Making Meaning) for kindergarten include:

a. Unit 1 – The Reading Life:  Fiction and Non Fiction and Making Meaning Vocabulary, weeks 1-5, Sept/Oct

b. Unit 2 – Making Connections:  Fiction and Making Meaning Vocabulary, weeks 6-8, Nov

c. Unit 3 – Retelling:  Fiction and Making Meaning Vocabulary, weeks 9-11, Dec

d. Unit 4 – Visualizing:  Poetry, Fiction and Making Meaning Vocabulary, weeks 12-15, Jan

e. Unit 5 – Wondering:  Fiction, Narrative Non Fiction and Making Meaning Vocabulary, weeks 16-18, Feb

f. Unit 6 – Making Connections:  Expository, Non Fiction and Making Meaning Vocabulary, weeks 19-22, March

g. Unit 7 – Wondering:  Expository, Non-Fiction and Making Meaning Vocabulary, weeks 23-25, April

h. Unit 8 – Exploring Text Features:  Expository, Non Fiction and Making Meaning Vocabulary, weeks 26-28, May
i. Unit 9 – Revisiting the Reading Life, June

2. Social Skills and Community Building:

a. Learning and using basic classroom procedures

b. Speaking Clearly

c. Taking Turns

d. Appreciating and respecting one another’s ideas

e. Giving Reasons to support thoughts and opinions

f. Talking and listening to one another

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:

1. Direct instruction in large and small group settings
2. Teacher modeling

3. Differentiated instruction

4. Shared/guided and independent reading

5. Reader’s and Writer’s workshop

6. Comprehension, reflection and response activities

7. Word study (word wall, making words, spelling)

8. Shared/interactive and independent writing
MATERIALS:

1. Making Meaning with Vocabulary

2. Fundations Systematic Phonics instructional materials

3. Fundations skyline paper for handwriting

4. Leveled Trade books for home reading

METHODS OF ASSISTANCE AND ENRICHMENT:

1. Early Literacy Learners extended day program

2. Instructional Support Team (IST)

3. PAL (Gifted Support)

PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT:

Portfolios will be maintained and include student work that reflects status and growth in writing and related Language Arts areas.  Portfolio pieces serve as a basis for assessment and goal-setting.  The portfolio should contain:

1. Spring Writing Assessment 

2. Spring DRA

3. Student Book List

METHODS OF EVALUATION:

1. Teacher observations and conferences

2. Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) (Spring)

3. Palisades Kindergarten Literacy Checklist

4. Palisades Writing Assessment

5. Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) for Primary Grades
6. Class vocabulary progress assessments – Making Meaning vocabulary

Reading K

9/25/09


