READING, ENGLISH, LANGUAGE ARTS
LENGTH OF TIME: 

Daily, 2 – 2 ½ hours
GRADE LEVEL: 

2
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:

This course stresses the fundamental skills and strategies of reading, writing, listening, and speaking, integrated through the Essential Questions. Through reading and responding to a variety of texts and generating different types of writing, students will expand their basic skills and make meaningful connections between their lives and their reading and writing.  Students will be evaluated through their products, their performances, and their interpersonal communications.  

Essential Questions: 

How does what I read and hear change me?

What is good writing?

COURSE STANDARDS:

Pennsylvania Learning Standards for Early Childhood (PA LSEC): http://www.able.state.pa.us/early_childhood/lib/early_childhood/2nd_Grade_Standards_Final.pdf

1.1  Learning to Read Independently 

The student will:

A. Demonstrate CONCEPT of PRINT, how print is organized and used in reading and writing tasks

B. Demonstrate advanced knowledge of the ALPHABETIC PRINCIPLE, the ability to associate sounds with letters and use these sounds to form words.

C. Demonstrate FLUENCY, the ability to read grade level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate and expression

D. Demonstrate a rich listening and speaking VOCABULARY, the ability to understand (receptive) and use (expressive) words to acquire and convey meaning

E. Demonstrate COMPREHENSION, the complex cognitive process involving the intentional interaction between reader and text to convey meaning

Supportive Practices Include (Refer to PA LSEC for complete list)

· Display and teach using a variety of forms of print.

· Provide several opportunities for both reading and writing of newly learned words.

· Offer multi-sensory activities to support and practice new skills. 

· Build a connection between fluency and comprehension.

· Chart and display new vocabulary words to reinforce speaking, listening, and writing usage.

· Teach comprehension strategies (eg: prediction, use of picture and text structure clues, clarify meaning through questioning).

· Provide opportunities for the learner to respond to the text using a variety of mediums.

1.2 Reading Critically in All Content Areas

The student will:

A. Identify, analyze and apply knowledge of the elements of a variety of informational texts to demonstrate an understanding of the information presented

B. Identify and use a variety of media to gain information (e.g., computer, tape recorder, television and recorded media)

Supportive Practices Include (Refer to PA LSEC for complete list)

· Expose students to a variety of media used to gain information (eg: computer software, internet, books on tape, television programming, film)

· Display examples of fact and opinion in text, identifying characteristics of each.

1.3 Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature

The student will:

A. Identify, analyze and apply knowledge of the elements of a variety of fiction and literary texts to demonstrate an understanding of a literary selection

Supportive Practices Include (Refer to PA LSEC for complete list)

· Assist students in selecting age and ability-appropriate fiction materials to read. 

· Model the steps to writing a book report.

1.4 Types of Writing 

A. Narrative - Develop and demonstrate the writing of narrative pieces that include a main idea based on read, imagined or personal events, characters and a sequence of events

B. Informational - Develop and demonstrate the writing of informational pieces that provides information related real-world tasks

C. Persuasive - Develop and demonstrate persuasive writing that is used for the purpose of influencing the reader

Supportive Practices Include (Refer to PA LSEC for complete list)

· Provide daily shared and interactive writing opportunities.

· Facilitate participation in writing simple stories, poems, rhymes, song lyrics, and a variety of informational forms. 

1.5 Quality of Writing

The student will progress through the stages of the writing process (e.g., prewriting, drafting, revising,editing and publishing)
Prewriting:  Use prewriting strategies to generate ideas and formulate a plan

Drafting:  Write clear and coherent sentences and paragraphs that develop a central idea

Revising:  Revise and refine the draft for clarity and effectiveness
Editing:  Edit and correct the draft for standard language conventions

Publishing:  Write a final product for the intended audience

Penmanship:  Engage in the writing process and write to clearly communicate ideas and experiences in legible print

Supportive Practices Include (Refer to PA LSEC for complete list)

· Use focus, content, organization, style, and conventions to direct instruction in the writing process.

· Provide opportunities for learners to engage in shared, interactive, and independent writing.

· Model appropriate spacing between letters, words, sentences, and paragraphs. 

1.6 Speaking and Listening

The student will:

A. Apply listening and speaking strategies effectively

B. Use electronic media for learning purposes, such as generating a journal or story

Supportive Practices Include (Refer to PA LSEC for complete list)

· Verbalize thought processes while listening.

· Utilize various media for instruction.

1.7 Characteristics and Functions of Language

The student will:

A. Distinguish commonly used words from other languages

B. Identify variations in the dialogues of literary characters

Supportive Practices Include (Refer to PA LSEC for complete list)

· Model various ‘accents’, modulations, and character voices when reading aloud.

· Offer examples of various dialogue presentations.

1.8  Research

The student will:

A. Use a systematic process for the collection, processing and presentation of information

Supportive Practices Include (Refer to PA LSEC for complete list)

· Model a systematic approach to collect, process and present information.

· Offer opportunities for the sharing of research.

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS:

Students will demonstrate achievement of the standards by:

1. Storytown Readers Theater
2. Class participation

3. Oral Presentations
4. Technology projects
TITLES OF UNITS:

1. Count On Me


mid September – end of October
2. Doing Our Best


beginning November – end of December
3. Changing Times


beginning January – mid February
4. Dream Big



mid February – end of March
5. Better Together


beginning of April – beginning of May
6. Seek and Find


May – end of year
SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:

1. Direct instruction in large and small group settings

2. Teacher modeling

3. Differentiated instruction

4. Shared/guided and independent reading

5. Reader’s and writer’s workshop

6. Comprehension, reflection and response activities

7. Word study (word wall, making words, spelling)

8. Shared/interactive and independent writings
MATERIALS:

1. Storytown student anthologies, leveled readers, challenge and intervention kits

2. Storytown phonics, spelling, grammar, and writing

3. Trade books for additional guided reading

4. Trade books for read alouds

METHODS OF ASSISTANCE AND ENRICHMENT:

1. Storytown challenge and extra support resources

2. Instructional Support Team (IST)

3. Title 1 Reading Support

4. PAL (Gifted Support) 

PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT:
Portfolios will be maintained and include student work that reflects status and growth in writing and reading.  

1. Spring Writing Assessment 

2.  Fall and Spring DRA

3.  Student book list for 25 book goal

METHODS OF EVALUATION:  (Required District Assessments)

1. Teacher observation and conferences

2. Storytown  publishers theme assessments priority assessments – themes 1 & 4 – reading comprehension; themes 2, 3, 5 & 6 - grammar
3. Developmental Reading Assessments (DRA)

4. Storytown Fall/Winter/Spring Oral Reading Benchmark Assessments (CBA)

5. Palisades Writing Assessment

6. Storytown Spelling tests and dictations

7. Measures of Academic progress (MAP) for Primary Grades (Fall, Winter, Spring)
8. Storytown publisher weekly lesson tests (mandatory use for focus list students, Title I students, and IEP’d students)
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