READING, ENGLISH, LANGUAGE ARTS
LENGTH OF TIME: 

Daily, 2 – 2 ½ hours
GRADE LEVEL: 

1
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:

This course continues the development of the fundamental skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing, integrated through the Essential Question.  Students will listen, read, and respond to a variety of texts generating visual, written, and oral responses.  Students will expand their knowledge base and make meaningful connections with their lives.  Students will be evaluated through their products, their performances, and their interpersonal communications.  
Essential Question:  How do people communicate with me?

COURSE STANDARDS:

PENNSYLVANIA Learning Standards for Early Childhood (PA LSEC):

http://www.able.state.pa.us/early_childhood/lib/early_childhood/1st_Grade_Standards_Final.pdf
1.1  Learning to Read Independently 

The student will:

A. Demonstrate CONCEPT OF PRINT, how print is organized and used in reading and writing tasks

B. Demonstrate PHONEMIC AWARENESS, the ability to hear and manipulate sounds in spoken words

C. Demonstrate knowledge of the ALPHABETIC PRINCIPLE, the ability to associate sounds with letters and use these sounds to form words

D. Demonstrate FLUENCY, the ability to read grade level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate and expression

E. Demonstrate a rich listening and speaking VOCABULARY, the ability to understand (receptive) and use (expressive) words to acquire and convey meaning

Supportive Practices Include: (Please refer to PA LSEC for full list of practices)

· Point out parts of the book (eg: title, table of contents, authors and illustrators, glossary, and index).

· Provide a spoken single-syllable word and ask the learner to identify the initial, medial, or final phoneme.

· Provide opportunities for learners to blend and segment phonemes.

· Offer direct, explicit, and systematic (sequential) phonics instruction.

· Use a word wall for instruction and practice of new words.

· Provide oral support for readers by activities such as choral reading or paired reading. 

· Use trade books that are read aloud to children as a major source for identifying interesting words and developing conceptual understanding.

· Assist students in connecting new vocabulary to prior knowledge.

1.2 Reading Critically in All Content Areas

The student will:

A. Identify, analyze and apply knowledge of the elements of a variety of informational texts to demonstrate an understanding of the information presented

B. Identify a variety of media to gain information (e.g., computer, tape recorder, television and recorded media)

Supportive Practices Include: (Please refer to PA LSEC for full list of practices)

· Model the distinction between essential and non-essential information.

· Model use of a few graphic organizers to build connections and understanding followed by guided practice until students are able to use them purposefully and independently. 

1.3 Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature

The student will:

A. Identify, analyze and apply knowledge of the elements of a variety of fiction and literary texts to demonstrate an understanding of a literary selection

Supportive Practices Include: (Please refer to PA LSEC for full list of practices)

· Assist students in using prior knowledge to predict and justify what will happen next in a story.

· Lead students to draw connections between illustrations and the written text.

· Read aloud and expose students to a variety of genre.

1.4 Types of Writing 

A. Narrative - Develop and demonstrate the writing of narrative pieces that include a main idea based on read, imagined or personal events, characters and a sequence of events

B. Informational - Develop and demonstrate the writing of informational pieces that provides information related real-world tasks

C. Persuasive - Develop and demonstrate persuasive writing that is used for the purpose of influencing the reader
Supportive Practices Include: (Please refer to PA LSEC for full list of practices)

· Provide daily shared and interactive writing opportunities.

· Model the use of graphic organizer to plan a beginning, middle, and end or to develop topic and supporting details.

· Model and share examples of persuasion found in print and environment.

1.5 Quality of Writing

The student will progress through the stages of the writing process (prewriting/drafting/revising/editing publishing)
Prewriting:  Uses prewriting strategies to generate ideas and formulate a plan

Drafting:  Write clear and coherent sentences and paragraphs that develop a central idea

Revising:  Revise and refine the draft for clarity and effectiveness

Editing:  Edit and correct the draft for standard language conventions

Publishing:  Write a final product for the intended audience

Penmanship:  Engage in the writing process and write to clearly communicate ideas and experiences in legible print

Supportive Practices Include: (Please refer to PA LSEC for full list of practices)

· Describe the process and its intended purpose and outcome.

· Hold individual conferences with students to guide the writing process.

· Use a consistent method for demonstrating letter and number formation.

1.6  Speaking and Listening

The student will:

A. Apply listening and speaking strategies effectively

B. Use electronic media for learning purposes, such as generating a journal or story

Supportive Practices Include: (Please refer to PA LSEC for full list of practices)

· Model appropriate speaking and listening behaviors throughout the school day.

· Provide opportunities for students to demonstrate appropriate public speaking. 

· Model the use of computers and software application as a means for accessing information.

1.7  Characteristics and Functions of Language

The student will: 

A. Distinguish commonly used words from other languages

B. Identify variations in the dialogues of literary characters

Supportive Practices Include: (Please refer to PA LSEC for full list of practices)

· Sing songs using words from other languages, connecting the English and other language term and meaning.

· Model various ‘accents’, modulations, and character voices when reading aloud.

· Offer examples of various dialogue presentations.

1.8 Research

The student will:

A. Use a systematic process for the collection, processing and presentation of information

Supportive Practices Include: (Please refer to PA LSEC for full list of practices)

· Demonstrate the use of the writing process to create a research paper.

· Offer a collection of resources for students to use in collecting information.

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS:

Students will demonstrate achievement of the standards by:

1. Storytown Readers Theater (six themes)
2. Class participation

3. Oral presentations
4. Technology projects
TITLES OF UNITS:

1. Follow Me and One For All

mid September – end of October
2. Turning Corners



beginning of November – end of December
3. Wild and Wonderful


beginning of January – end of February
4. Where We Live



beginning of March – end of April
5. New Faces, New Places


beginning of May – end of year
SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:

1. Direct instruction in large and small group settings
2. Teacher modeling

3. Differentiated instruction

4. Shared/guided and independent reading

5. Reader’s and writer’s workshop

6. Comprehension, reflection and response activities

7. Word study (word wall, making words, spelling)

8. Shared/interactive and independent writings
MATERIALS:

1. StoryTown student anthologies, leveled readers, challenge and intervention kits

2. Storytown phonics, spelling. grammar, and writing

3. Leveled trade books for additional guided reading and read alouds 

4. Fundations materials (large sound cards, skyline paper for handwriting) 

METHODS OF ASSISTANCE AND ENRICHMENT:

1. Storytown challenge and extra support resources

2. Instructional Support Team (IST)

3. Title 1 Reading Support

4. PAL (Gifted Support) 

PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT: 
Portfolios will be maintained and include student work that reflects status and growth in writing, reading, and related Language Arts areas.  Portfolio pieces serve as a basis for assessment and goal-setting.  The portfolio should contain:

1.  Spring Palisades Writing Assessment 

2  Fall and Spring Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA)

3.
Independent Reading Book List (for 25 Book Goal)

METHODS OF EVALUATION:  (Required District Assessments)
1. Teacher observation and conferences

2. Storytown publishers theme assessments, grammar 3, 5 & 6; reading comprehension 1 & 4
3. Developmental Reading Assessments (DRA) Fall and Spring 

4. Storytown Fall/Winter/Spring Oral Reading Benchmark Assessment  (CBA)

5. Palisades Writing Assessment (Spring and Fall)

6. Storytown weekly spelling tests and dictations (beginning second marking period) 

7. Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) for Primary Grades (Fall, Winter, Spring)
8. Storytown publishers weekly lesson test (mandatory use for focus list students, Title I students and IEP’d students)
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