Thesis Development for a Persuasive Paper
Date:  Thursday, December 7, 2006

Time:  Period 3, A and C lunch

Location:  Library Computer Lab

Grade/Level: 9/Level 1

Objective/Goal:  

Students will construct a thesis statement for a persuasive writing assignment.

Preassessment:  

Students will be given a prompt 2-3 days prior to the lesson.  The prompt asks that they construct a quality thesis on a current issue that is important to our student population this school year.  The prompt asks students to construct a quality thesis statement regarding our new school policy on nutrition.  Students who respond in an advanced manner will be directed to two documents which are attached to the lesson as additional resources.  These students will be paired into twos to construct their individual theses and to edit each others theses.  What is anticipated to be the majority of the class will go through the PowerPoint created by Karen Hornberger, the Library Media Specialist.

Procedure:

See PowerPoint attachment. (This is the instructional procedure to be used for all students who have turned in a “basic” or “below basic” quality preassessment product)
Variation #1: the slide which sends students to check word choices against books.  This class will check against Gale’s Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center.  The Library Media Specialist will explain that utilizing a subscription database for this process is as good as using print resources considering subscription database articles are checked by editors as well.  

Variation #2:  the slide which sends students to check word choices against books.  In addition to going to a subscription database, on this slide, the Library Media Specialist is going to discuss with the class that professional wording does not constitute large words that they are uncomfortable with.  The students should avoid those words and instead use specific nouns, vivid or active verbs, and concise language.  These language descriptors have been a current class focus.

Differentiated Procedure:  

See PowerPoint attachment.  (The students who have turned in a proficient or advanced preassessment product will be directed to the last slide in the presentation and asked to refer to the additional resources)

Within the additional resources, the Library Media Specialist will print out the resources and have students work in pairs or individually (by choice) to achieve a quality thesis statement for each person by the end of the period.  
Assessment:
Theses will be turned in at the end of the period and graded using the thesis rubric.  See below.
Strategies Used:

Differentiated Instruction:

Differentiation in Process and Content

Understanding by Design: 
Enduring Understanding for Library Skills: Understanding how to access, evaluate and use ideas and information is the core of lifelong learning. 
Standards Met:

1.4.11.B  GRADE 11

Write complex informational pieces (e.g., research papers, analyses, evaluations, essays).

· Use precise language and specific detail.

1.4.11.C  GRADE 11
Write persuasive pieces.

· Include a clearly stated position or opinion.

· Include convincing, elaborated and properly cited evidence. 

· Develop reader interest.

· Anticipate and counter reader concerns and arguments.

· Include a variety of methods to advance the argument or position
1.5.11.A  GRADE 11
Write with a sharp, distinct focus.

· Identify topic, task and audience.

· Establish and maintain a single point of view.

1.5.11.F  GRADE 11
Edit writing using the conventions of language.

· Spell all words correctly.

· Use capital letters correctly.

· Punctuate correctly (periods, exclamation points, question marks, commas, quotation marks, apostrophes, colons, semicolons, parentheses, hyphens, brackets, ellipses).

· Use nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, conjunctions, prepositions and interjections properly.

· Use complete sentences (simple, compound, complex, declarative, interrogative, exclamatory and imperative). 

1.8.11.A  GRADE 11

Select and refine a topic for research.

1.8.11.C  GRADE 11
Organize, summarize and present the main ideas from research.

· Develop a thesis statement based on research.

	THESIS RUBRIC
	
	

	Student Name:
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Category
	10 points
	5 points
	0 points

	Terminology/Word Choice
	Terminology is accurate, precise, and consistent.  The thesis is presented in one to two complete sentences total.  First person is never used.
	Although accurate, terminology is vague or needs to be refined.  
	Terminology is incorrect.

	Purpose 
	Thesis centers around one arguable main point versus multiple main points.
	Although thesis is presented in one to two sentences, the author appears to want to cover multiple main points.
	There is no main point evident within the thesis.

	Scope of Coverage/Focus
	Parameters of research are more narrow than broad and are reasonable for the length of the paper.
	Coverage planned is too extensive for author to go into detail on the subject.  Coverage may also be too narrow, making it difficult for student to locate enough research for a paper this size.
	The author has not refined the scope of coverage at all.

	Pathway/Road Map
	The author's intended path to the conclusion is organized, rational, and clear.
	The thesis points to a haphazard pathway that does not logically bring the reader to the conclusion.
	The author provides no intended path to the conclusion.

	Outcome
	The author's proposed purpose/conclusion is clear to the reader.
	After reading the thesis, the reader is left to wonder which stand the author plans to take.
	There appears to be no stand evident to either author or reader.

	Interest Level
	The thesis prompts the reader to "buy into" the topic; it passes the "So What?" test.
	The reader of the thesis lacks the excitement to move further into the paper and read the body and conclusion.
	The reader is likely to have no intent of reading the paper.


