WATERSHED INTEGRATION PROGRAM
SOCIAL STUDIES

World History 500-1500 CE
LENGTH OF TIME: 

one period daily, school year
GRADE LEVEL: 

7
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:

This course will focus on the development of cultures around the world for the fall of Rome into the Renaissance period. The students will also study how geography impacted life during this period.  The connections between local and world regions will be emphasized to show how interrelationships developed. 
Curriculum integration and student choice are primary focal points of the PALMS Watershed Integration Program instructional plan.  Within the framework, three overlying essential questions will be addressed.  These questions encompassing the local watershed and environmental studies as a whole include: (1) How do I make a difference?, (2) What is my impact on the environment?, and (3) How does the environment impact me?
The curricular framework is designed around both essential questions and themes to springboard and guide student interest.  Each theme contains a common thread by addressing a community aspect, various systems located within the theme, and an aspect concerning perspectives.  The designated PALMS Watershed Integration Program themes include:


· Catastrophic Events – Duck and Cover

· War – Species Gone Wild

· Dirty Jobs – Solutions to Pollution

· Footprints – Get Dirty and Do Something

COURSE STANDARDS:

Students will:

1. Demonstrate an understanding of the five themes of geography with emphasis on:  human and environmental interaction, movement, and world regions.  (NCSS I, III, IV, VII, IX; PA 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4)

2. Identify concepts of the feudal periods in different cultures.  (NCSS III, V, VI; PA 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.4)

3. Trace the feudal economy along with the development of the trade systems.  (NCSS V, VIII, IX; PA 6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 6.4, 6.5)

4. Summarize the role of religion during the Middle Ages.  (NCSS I, V, VI; PA 8.1, 8.4)

5. Describe the emergence of eastern and western empires during the Middle Ages.  (NCSS I, II, VI, IX, X; PA 5.3, 5.4, 7.1, 7.3, 7.4, 8.1, 8.4)

6. Analyze cultural and political developments of the Renaissance on present day in Western European nations.  (NCSS I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX; PA 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 6.3, 6.4, 6.5, 7.3, 8.1, 8.4)

7. Examine the historical time periods and regions of study through the study of the lenses of war, catastrophe and seeking solutions to problems.

NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS

I. 
Culture and Cultural Diversity

II. 
Time, Continuity, and Change

III. 
People, Places, and Environments

IV. 
Individual Development and Identity

V. 
Individuals, Groups, and Institutions

VI. 
Power, Authority, and Governance

VII. 
Production, Distribution, and Consumption

VIII. 
Science, Technology, and Society

IX. 
Global Connections

X. 
Civic Ideals and Practices

RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR CIVICS AND GOVERNMENT

5.1
Principles and Documents of Government

5.2
Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship

5.3
How Government Works

5.4
How International Relationships Function

RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR ECONOMICS

6.1
Economic Systems

6.2
Markets and the Functions of Governments

6.3
Scarcity and Choice

6.4
Economic Interdependence

6.5
Work and Earnings

RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR GEOGRAPHY

7.1
Basic Geographic Literacy

7.2
The Physical Characteristics of Places and Regions

7.3
The Human Characteristics of Places and Regions

7.4
The Interactions between People and Places

RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR HISTORY
8.1
Historical Analysis and Skills Development

8.2 
Pennsylvania History

8.4
World History
PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS:

Students will demonstrate achievement of the standards by:

1. Creating and presenting projects that demonstrate the five themes of geography with emphasis on human and environmental interaction, movement, and world regions.  (Course Standard 1)

2. Researching information to create written and oral presentations.  (Course Standard 2)

3. Using primary and secondary sources to show cause and effect as it pertains to the changing local economies.  (Course Standard 3)

4. Describing local history and explorations through writing, role playing, and presentations.  (Course Standard 2,3,4,5,6)

TITLES OF UNITS:
Unit duration - generally 8 week period / marking period

Duck and Cover – Catastrophic Events

The first theme will encompass, but not be limited to natural systems and human impact on such a system, the transfer of energy in such systems and events, both local and social historic relevance, as well as long-term consequences from such events.  Alongside science based watershed studies and analysis, a focus on native vs. non-native vs. invasive species as well as endangered species catastrophic impact on an ecosystem and essentially the watershed will be explored in depth.

Available community outreach activities may involve local flood damage evaluation, oral historical information gathering of catastrophic events, and comparison between recent and past events based upon student interest.  Student interests have led to excursions and/or explorations including fall and winter water quality data collection from local Cooks Creek watershed test sites, laboratory studies on the Delaware Canal involving water quality and species analysis with additional comparison to our local Cooks Creek watershed data, an investigation into the catastrophic events causing the local phenomenon of Ringing Rocks using the scientific method as a tool, and GIS mapping of local watershed boundaries and past flood data mapping in correlation to such boundaries.

War – Species Gone Wild

The second theme addressed will explore, but not be limited to species origination, population collapse/overpopulation, biodiversity, environmental consequences of human interaction, and the role of the local watershed, globalization, and interdependence/dependence of species.  Continuing our watershed studies with a focus on species genetics and environmental impact beyond invasive species is the core goal of the War – Species Gone Wild science theme.

Due to the nature of our community most activities could be completed within school grounds and other affiliated Palisades’s district building property.  Additionally, the PALMS greenhouse and a semi-local governmental contact in Bill Sweeney, located at the Jacobsburg Environmental Center, with supplemental donations of native plant seeds could be of utmost use throughout the theme where plant species are addressed.  Student interests have led to planned excursions and/or explorations including continued water quality data collection from local Cooks Creek watershed test sites, species analysis at Hawk Mountain Sanctuary, and additional GIS mapping.

Dirty Jobs – Solutions to Pollution

The third theme will consist of, but not be limited to global awareness, historical perspective concerning methodology and technology, local resources/industry, quarrying, environmental improvement/activism, human impact positive/negative, long-term effects, chemical and physics components to each of the above topics, in addition to an evaluation of Palisades School District green operations.  

Available community outreach activities include a visitation to The Giving Pond, Industrial work areas and invitation of community speakers.  Presently aligned speakers include Mr. Bob Stanfield whom will address groundwater concerns along with a look at our PALMS well and a third GIS mapping session.

Footprints – Get Dirty and Do Something

Get Dirty and Do Something, consists of an open-ended, solution-based performance assessment based upon broad topic selection taken from the first three themes of study.  Projected goals of such a performance assessment include an understanding of community-based efforts, data incorporation made tangible from year to year, and presentation of collected data to various audiences to allow for each student to make their own ecological footprint on our community.   

1. Five Themes of Geography


3 weeks

2. Links to the Ancient World


1 week

3. Roots and Growth of Islam


1week

4. Sub Sahara Africa




1week

5. China





1 week

6. Japan





1 week

7. The Middle Ages in Europe


1 week

8. The Renaissance




1 week

9. The Early American Civilizations

10 weeks

10. Local History




16 weeks

11. Current Events




As needed

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:

1. Writing

2. Cooperative learning

3. Projects

4. Research

5. Audio/visual presentations

6. Simulations

7. Role playing

8. Differentiated instruction

9. Technology

MATERIALS:

1. Prentice Hall, 2005, Medieval Times Today
2. Videos

3. Guest speakers

4. Newspapers

5. Rand McNally classroom atlas

6. Internet and other resources

7. Local Resources

METHODS OF ASSISTANCE AND ENRICHMENT:

1. Cooperative learning groups

2. Study buddy

3. Teacher assistance or enrichment (resource period or Tuesday/Thursday until intermediate bus)

4. Specialist assistance or enrichment:  IST, resource room

5. Opportunities for retesting or reworking projects/presentations

6. Guest speakers

7. Field trips

8. Interdisciplinary units

9. Teacher lists or suggestions for extended research

METHODS OF EVALUATION:

1. Class participation, classwork, homework

2. Tests and quizzes

3. Projects (written, oral, demonstrations, presentations, etc.)

4. Problem solving

5. Analyzing

6. Predicting

INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES
1.
Concepts


-demonstrate map, chart and graph use


-discuss feudal systems throughout the world


-participate in Middle Ages project

2.
Communication


-listening skills


-discussion skills


-presentation skills

3.
Thinking/Problem Solving


-compare/contrast


-analyze


-evaluate


-apply learned concepts


-predict

4.
Application of Knowledge


-use map skills


-demonstrate connections

5.
Interpersonal Skills


-demonstrate communication skills


-work cooperatively


-develop leadership skills
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