RESEARCH SEMINAR
(previously Connections Research)
LENGTH OF TIME: 

90 minutes, every other day; one quarter; 23 days

GRADE LEVEL: 

6-8

COURSE STANDARDS:

Students will:

1. Decide on a self selected research based topic and product.  (PA Academic Stds 1.1, 1.6, 1.8)
2. Create guiding questions for research.  (PA Academic Stds 1.6, 1.8)
3. Maintain a research journal.  (PA Academic Stds 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.8)
4. Write a reflection paper based on the research process.  (PA Academic Stds 1.4, 1.5)
5. Organize information and create an oral presentation.  (PA Academic Stds 1.2, 1.8)
6. Create a visual that will support the oral presentation.  (PA Academic Stds 1.6, 9.1.j)

7. Participate in group discussions based on research questions.  (PA Academic Stds 1.6)
8. Participate in group discussions based on a variety of readings.  (PA Academic Stds 1.6, 9.4.a)
9. Develop and use assessment tools (rubrics).  (PA Academic Stds 1.6, 9.1)

RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR READING, WRITING, SPEAKING AND LISTENING

1.1
Learning to Read Independently

1.2
Reading Critically in All Content Areas

1.4
Types of Writing

1.5
Quality of Writing

1.6
Speaking and Listening

1.8
Research

RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR ARTS AND HUMANITIES

9.1
Production, Performance and Exhibition of Dance, Music, Theatre and Visual Arts


J.  Technologies in the Arts

9.4
Aesthetic Response


A.  Philosophical Studies

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS:

Students will demonstrate achievement of the standards by:

1. Participating in group brainstorming and discussion.  (Course Std 6, 7)

2. Maintaining a dated research journal.  (Course Std 1, 2, 3)

3. Completing an “I search” reflection paper.  (Course Std 1, 2, 4)

4. Demonstrating acquisition of research content through oral presentation and development of a product.  (Course Std 5)

5. Participating in group development of rubrics for product and presentation.  (Course Std 9)

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:

The purpose of this course is to develop students’ research and presentation skills through the investigation of a topic of choice. Each student is to decide on a topic of personal interest that is researched based, create a minimum of three guiding research questions based on Bloom’s Taxonomy, maintain a learning journal, write a reflection paper based on his/her research and process, maintain a working bibliography, and deliver an oral presentation and product based on the research. Students will learn a variety of note taking techniques, as well as validate research sources.  In addition, students will participate in team discussions that will include a variety of brain storming activities, reading prompts and research support.  Students will participate in individual conferences based on their research goals with the teacher.  These goals will include, but are not limited to, a review of the learning journal, variety of research sources, and time management.  The evaluation for the course will include participation in discussion, research journal, project, presentation, product, and reflection paper. 

TITLES OF UNITS:

1. Independent study


23 days  ongoing

2. Group Discussion


23 days  ongoing
SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:

1. Decision Making

2. Note taking

3. Project/time management

4. Peer editing/evaluation

5. Discussion

6. Guest speakers

7. Oral presentations

8. Journal writing

9. Research

MATERIALS:

1. Touchstones:  Volumes A, B, C, edited by Comber, Zeiderman, Maistrellis, Touchstone Discussion Project, 2002

2. Independent Study Program:  Resource Cards, Johnsen and Johnson, 1986

3. Internet sources

4. Write Source 2000, Patrick Sabranek, Dave Kemper, Verne Meyer, Houghton Mifflin, 1999
5. New York Times: various articles

6. Expert mentors

7. Mensa books:  various 

METHODS OF ASSISTANCE AND ENRICHMENT:

1. Journal responses

2. Independent study 

3. Technical enrichment

4. Collaboration with students, teachers, community

5. Teacher-student conferences

6. Team discussion

7. Mentors

PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT:

1. Video of oral presentations

2. Research journal 

3. Self reflection

4. Reflection paper

5. Product

METHODS OF EVALUATION:

1. Participation in discussion
2. Presentation rubrics

3. Project rubrics

4. Journal Rubric

5. Product rubric

INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES:

1. Understanding Concepts

Application of research skills

Project organization


      Self-evaluation

2. Communications

Oral presentations

Listening skills

Group participation

3. Thinking and Problem Solving

Critical reading

Synthesizing research

Inferring meanings from written text 

4. Application of Knowledge

Organization of research

Presentation of research

Development of product

5. Interpersonal Skills

Working with team to support research

Acceptance of constructive support

Group discussions

Listening skills
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