READING, ENGLISH, LANGUAGE ARTS

LENGTH OF TIME: 

Daily, 1 ½ hours
GRADE LEVEL: 

Kindergarten

COURSE STANDARDS:

PENNSYLVANIA ACADEMIC STANDARDS:

1.1  Learning to Read Independently 

The student will:

1. Develop appropriate reading habits and book behavior. 
2. Preview cover and illustrations of books.
3. Recognize environmental print and show an understanding that written words represent a sequence of speech sounds.
4. Demonstrate knowledge of letters and corresponding sounds.

5. Demonstrate the ability to hear and say rhymes, identify onset and rime, blend onset and rime, and begin to segment and/or blend separately spoken phonemes to make a meaningful word.

6. Develop left to right sequence skills.

7. Identify words with common beginning sounds and ending sounds.

8. Use appropriate rate, inflection, and flow for songs, nursery rhymes, and choral reading.

9. Demonstrate a beginning sight word vocabulary.

10. Read/reread developmentally appropriate books accurately and fluently.

11. Begin to demonstrate the ability to monitor and self-correct as necessary when reading or rereading familiar text.

1.2 Reading Critically in All Content Areas

The student will:

1.   Be able to give evidence that they have followed the meaning of material read or told

1.3 Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature

The student will:
1. Read, or be read to, 30 books during the course of the year.

2. Listen to or read traditional and contemporary literature, both fiction and non-fiction.

3. Listen to and comprehend at least four books about one issue or subject, or by one author.

4. Discuss books daily, connecting new information or themes and ideas to previous experiences and books.
5. Demonstrate an increase in vocabulary development and grammar from listening and visual contexts.
6. Predict, associate, and question to clarify meaning.

7. Make inferences and draw conclusions about contexts, events, characters, and settings.
8. Retell a known story in sequence.

9. Describe people, places, and things in a story.

10. Describe what a picture or illustration is about.

11. Begin to identify when verbal sentences and passages fail to make sense and review illustrations and/or text to correct information.
1.4 Types of Writing 

The student will:

1. Use early forms of writing or drawing to inform, retell, express opinions.

2. Communicate ideas and feelings through drawings and writing.

1.5 Quality of Writing

The student will:
1.   Demonstrate appropriate writing habits and processes.

2. Demonstrate the ability to "write" for a variety of purposes.  (Informational, functional, response to literature).
3. Demonstrate developmentally appropriate spelling in their writing.
4. Include a main idea and details in oral descriptions and drawings.

1.6 Speaking and Listening

The student will:
1. Demonstrate age appropriate language use and conventions.  

2. Listen to and follow directions.
3. Ask questions for information and in response to stories and lessons.
4. Share information in structured settings.

5. Listen attentively to stories and presentations.

6. Speak to others clearly and in complete sentences.

7. Demonstrate courtesy as a listener and as a speaker.
1.7 Characteristics and Functions of Language
The student will:
1. Recognize that there are languages other than English

1.8  Research

The student will:
1. Identify sources for finding information: people, picture albums, books, computer.
2. Identify school sources: charts, calendars, word walls.

3. Draw pictures to represent key ideas or information.
ESSENTIAL QUESTION:   How do I communicate?

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS:

Students will demonstrate achievement of the standards by:

1. Compiling portfolios and journals for writing to show growth.  (Standards 1.4, 1.5)

2. Responding to a variety of topics in artistic, dramatic, and/or developmentally written form.  (Standard 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5)

3. Participating in conversations, oral discussions, personal presentations, and/or dramatizations.  (Standards 1.2, 1.3, 1.6, 1.8)

4. Using books, audio tapes, video tapes, and/or computers for literacy and learning development.  (Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.3)

5. Participating in activities that demonstrate skill development.   (Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8)

6. Completing the 30 book requirement. (Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.3)
7. Reading accurately and fluently. (Standard 1.1)
8. Writing with increasing skill (Standards 1.4, 1.5)

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:

The Kindergarten Language Arts curriculum will focus on the development of listening and speaking skills to communicate ideas and feelings, development of pre-writing and writing skills to express ideas and on the development of phonological awareness skills, concepts of print, and other pre-reading and early reading skills. An integrated focus will be attained through the Essential Question.
Students will be involved with literacy and a literature based environment throughout the daily classroom routine as well as in topics in other curricular areas.  Using various literacy materials that include a range of diversity, the students will listen and speak through conversations, discussions and sharing sessions, write for various purposes including individual expression and topic response, and discover books, audio and visual tapes and other forms of literacy which enhance reading development.

TITLES OF UNITS:

Reading and writing units are integrated with all curricular areas and reflect classroom interests.  Themes for kindergarten include:

1. All About Me

2. I Wonder (Exploring the Make Believe World)

3. At Home

4. Out the Front Door (Exploring the Outdoors)

5. Friends

6. Working Together

7. We Tell Stories (Sharing Stories)

8. Using the Imagination (Pretending)

9. All Kinds of Animals (The Animal Kingdom)

10. Old Stories (Folklore)

11. Caring for the Earth

12. Celebrations (Sharing Special Times)

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:

1. Direct Instruction

2. Teacher Modeling/ Gradual Release of Responsibility Model

3. Differentiated Reading and Writing Instruction
4. Oral Language Development Activities

5. Interactive Reading (phonics, fluency, vocabulary)

6. Teacher Read Aloud

7. Shared Reading (phonics, fluency, comprehension)

8. Independent Reading 

9. Guided Reading

10. Reader's Workshop

11. Comprehension, Reflection & Response Activities

12. Home Reading

13. Word Study (phonemic awareness, word wall)

14. Shared Writing

15. Interactive Writing

16. Independent Writing

17. Writer's Workshop

MATERIALS:

1. Brown Bear, Brown Bear, Bill Martin, Jr., Holt 1983

2. Chicka Chicka Boom Boom, Bill Martin, Jr., Simon and Schuster, 1989

3. Mouse Paint, Ellen Walsh, Harcourt, 1989

4. Where the Wild Things Are, Maurice Sendak, Harper, 1963

5. Rainbow Fish, Marcus Pfister, North South Books, 1995

6. Make Way for Ducklings, Robert McCloskey, Viking Press, 1941

7. A to Zoo:  A Kindergarten Program, Signatures, Harcourt  School Publishers, 1999

8. Rhythm and Rhyme, Signatures, Harcourt School Publishers,  1999

9. Theme Book Collection, Signatures, Harcourt School Publishers, 1999

10. Instant Readers Package, Signatures, Harcourt School Publishers, 1999

11. Trade books from the approved school book list.

METHODS OF ASSISTANCE AND ENRICHMENT:

1. IST (Instructional Support Teacher)
2. Early Literacy Learners extended day program
3. Peer tutoring

4. At-Home reading program

5. Parent/community volunteers

6. Teacher/aide tutoring

7. Extended reading materials

8. Computer programs

9. Modified curriculum/materials

10. Adaptive strategies

11. Gifted Support services

12. Learning Support services

PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT:

Portfolios will be maintained and include student work that reflects status and growth in writing and related Language Arts areas.  Portfolio pieces serve as a basis for assessment and goal-setting.  The portfolio should contain:

1. Two or more pieces of writing

2. Journal examples

3. 30 Book List

METHODS OF EVALUATION:

 1. Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA)

 2. CBA and District Literacy Assessments (alphabet and phonological skills checklist)
 3. Observation Survey, Marie Clay

 4. Running records, if appropriate

 5. Teacher observation

 6. Completion of activities demonstrating skills development

INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES:

1.  Concepts

-demonstrate understanding of the beginning concepts and strategies of literacy

2.  Communication

-develop effective listening skills for interpersonal or audio-visual situations

-respond orally, pictorially, and/or in writing for a variety of curricular and personal purposes

3.  Thinking/Problem Solving

-participate in discussions to exchange ideas and information

-use various resources to gather information

-make predictions and decisions using previous knowledge, new information, and learned skills

-draw conclusions using facts

4.  Application of Knowledge

-use literacy skills to listen, converse, discuss, read, write

-use resources and strategies to begin to plan and compose written text

-use classroom and library materials for reading, drawing, and writing

5.  Interpersonal Skills

-work cooperatively with adults and peers in problem-solving, project, and recreational groups

-contribute effectively to group work and goals

-communicate appropriately and positively in a variety of situations
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