READING
LENGTH OF TIME:

1 year, 45 minutes per day

GRADE LEVEL:

8

COURSE STANDARDS:

Students will:

1. Learn to read independently.  (PA Academic Std 1.1)
2. Read critically in all content areas.  (PA Academic Std 1.2)
3. Read, analyze and interpret literature.  (PA Academic Std 1.3)
4. Learn different types of writing.  (PA Academic Std 1.4)
5. Focus on the quality of writing.  (PA Academic Std 1.5)
6. Speak and listen effectively.  (PA Academic Std 1.6)
7. Learn characteristics and functions of the English language.  (PA Academic Std 1.7)
8. Develop research skills.  (PA Academic Std 1.8)
RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR READING, WRITING, SPEAKING AND LISTENING

1.1
Learning to Read Independently

1.2
Reading Critically in All Content Areas

1.3
Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature

1.4
Types of Writing

1.5
Quality of Writing

1.6
Speaking and Listening

1.7
Characteristics and Function of the English Language

1.8
Research

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS:

Students will demonstrate achievement of the standards by:

1. The student reads at least twenty-five books or book equivalents each year.  Quality and complexity of materials to be read are illustrated in the sample reading list.  The materials should include traditional and contemporary literature (both fiction and non-fiction) as well as magazines, newspapers, textbooks, and on-line materials.  Such reading should represent a diverse collection of material from at least three different literary forms and from at least five different writers.  (Course Std 1)

2. The student reads and comprehends at least four books (or book equivalents) about one issue or subject, or four books by a single writer, or four books in one genre, and produces evidence of reading that:  (Course Std 2, 3)

· Makes and supports warranted and responsible assertions about the texts

· Supports assertions with elaborated and convincing evidence

· Draws the texts together to compare and contrast themes, characters and ideas

· Makes perceptive and well developed connections

· Evaluates writing strategies and elements of the author’s craft

3. The student reads and comprehends informational materials to develop understanding and expertise and produces written or oral work that:  (Course Std. 4)

· Restates or summarizes information

· Relates new information to prior knowledge and experience

· Extends ideas

· Makes connections to related topics or information

4. The student produces a report that:  (Course Std 8)

· Engages the reader by establishing a context, creating a persona, and otherwise developing reader interest

· Develops a controlling idea that conveys a perspective on the subject

· Creates an organizing structure appropriate to a specific purpose, audience, and context

· Includes appropriate facts and details

· Excludes extraneous and inappropriate  information

· Uses a range of appropriate strategies such as providing facts and details, describing or analyzing the subject, and narrating a relevant anecdote, comparing and contrasting, naming, and explaining benefits or limitations

· Demonstrating claims or assertions, and providing a scenario to illustrate

· Provides a sense of closure to the writing

5. The student produces a response to literature that:  (Course Std 3)

· Engages the reader through establishing a context, creating a persona, and otherwise developing reader interest

· Advances a judgment that is interpretive, analytic, evaluative, or reflective

· Supports judgment through references to the text, references to other works, authors, or non-print media, or references to personal knowledge

· Demonstrates an understanding of the literary work (MS); through suggesting an interpretation (HS);

· Anticipates and answers a reader’s questions

· Provides a sense of closure to the writing

· Recognizes possible ambiguities, nuances, and complexities

· Compare/contrast

· Descriptions

· Book Reports

6. The student participates in one-to-one conferences with a teacher, paraprofessional, or adult volunteer, in which the student:  (Course Std 6)

· Initiates new topics in addition to responding to adult-initiated topics

· Displays appropriate turn-taking behaviors, initiated topics

· Asks relevant questions

· Responds to questions with appropriate elaboration

· Uses language cues to indicate different levels of certainty or hypothesizing, e.g., “what if…,” “very likely…,” “I’m unsure whether…”

· Confirms understanding by paraphrasing the adult’s directions or suggestions

7. The student participates in group meetings, in which the student:  (Course Std 6)

· Display appropriate turn-taking behaviors

· Actively solicits another person’s comment or opinion

· Offers own opinion forcefully without dominating

· Responds appropriately to comments and questions

· Volunteers contributions and responds when directly solicited by teacher or discussion leader

· Gives reasons in support of opinions expressed

· Clarifies, illustrates, or expands on a response when asked to do so; asks classmates for similar expansions

· Employs a group decision-making technique such as brainstorming or a problem-solving sequence (e.g., recognize problem, define problem, identify possible solutions, select optimal solution, implement solution, evaluate solution)

· Divides labor so as to achieve the overall group goal efficiently

8. The student prepares and delivers an individual presentation, in which the student:  (Course Std. 6)

· Shapes information to achieve a particular purpose, and to appeal to the interests and background knowledge of audience members

· Shapes content and organization according to criteria for importance and impact rather than according to availability of information in resource materials

· Uses notes or other memory aids to structure the presentation

· Develops several main points relating to a single thesis

· Engages the audience with appropriate verbal cues and eye contact

· Projects a sense of individuality and personality in selecting and organizing content, and in delivery

9. The student responds to non-fiction, fiction, poetry, and drama using interpretive, critical, and evaluating processes; that is the student:  (Course Std 2, 3)

· Identifies recurring themes across works (EL & MS), makes thematic connections among literary texts, public discourse, and media (HS)

· Analyzes (EL), interprets (MS),  evaluates (HS),  the impact of authors’ decisions regarding word choice and content, and literary elements

· Considers (EL), identifies (MS), analyzes (HS), the characteristics of literary forms and genres

· Examines the reasons for a character’s actions, taking into account the situation and basic motivation of the character

· Identifies stereotypical characters as opposed to fully developed characters

· Critiques the degree to which a plot is contrived or realistic

· Makes inferences and draws conclusions about contexts, events, characters, and settings

· Evaluates literary merit

· Identifies (MS), explains (HS), the effect of point of view

· Analyzes the reasons for a character’s actions, taking into account the situation and basic motivation of the character

· Makes inferences and draws conclusions about fictional and non-fictional contexts, events, characters, settings, themes (MS), and styles (HS)

· Identifies (MS), interprets (HS), the effect of literary devices such as figurative language, allusion, diction, dialogue, description (MS), and symbolism (HS)

· Identify stereotypical characters as opposed to fully developed characters

· Evaluates the stance of a writer in shaping the presentation of a subject

· Interprets ambiguities, subtleties, contradictions, ironies, and nuances

· Understands the role of tone in presenting literature (both fictional and non-fictional)

· Demonstrates how literary works (both fictional and non-fictional) reflect the culture that shaped them

10. The student produces work in at least one literary genre that follows the conventions of the genre.  (Course Std 5)

11. The student gathers information to assist in completing project work; that is, the student:  (Course Std 8)

· identifies potential sources of information to assist in completing the project;

· uses appropriate techniques to collect the information, e.g., considers sampling issues in conducting a survey;

· interprets and analyzes the information;

· evaluates the information for completeness and relevance;

· shows evidence of research in the completed project.

12. The student participates in an on line reading program. i.e. Kid Biz, Study Island
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:

Students participate in activities designed to improve vocabulary, comprehension, and study skills.  The objective is to foster independence in the use of those skills, as well as to further develop and expand reading interests.  The freedom to choose their own books encourages students to develop the habit of reading for enjoyment.  Emphasis is also placed on summarizing and other forms of written response.

TITLES OF UNITS:


1. Literature appreciation

2. Vocabulary skills

3. Comprehension skills

4. Book reports (written)

5. Book/project presentations (oral)



on going

6. Biographies and autobiographies

7. Note-taking

8. Summarizing

9. Editing and revising

10. Eighth grade project




5 weeks

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:

1. Directed reading activities (DRA's)

2. Class discussion

3. Group work

4. Blackboard instruction

5. Reading games

6. Book talks

7. Project displays

8. Cooperative projects

9. Pre-reading worksheets and tests

10. Listening to teacher-read books

11. Novel packets

12. Reflection activities

13. Videotapes and audio tapes

14.  Modeling

MATERIALS:

1. The Giver, Lowry, Lois; Bantam Doubleday Dell, 1993

2. Nothing But the Truth, Avi; Avon Books, 1991.

3. Running Out of Time, Haddix, Margaret Peterson; Simon and Schuster, 1995

4. Classroom library

5. Dictionaries

6. Newspapers

7. Audio visual materials

8. Class novels

9. Novel packets

10. Magazine articles and book excerpts

11. Response journals

12. Sample reports and projects

13. Write Source 2000, Sebranek, Kemper, Meyer; Houghton Mifflin, 1999

14. My Brother Sam is Dead, Collier, Scholastic Inc., 1974

15. Much Ado About Nothing, Shakespeare, Pocket Books, 1995.

16. Junior Great Books

17. Daybooks

METHODS OF ASSISTANCE AND ENRICHMENT:

1. Review and extra practices

2. Extra-help sessions (activity period and after school)

3. Student tutoring

4. Student proofreading and editing

5. Extra-credit opportunities

6. Cooperative learning groups

7. Sample book reports and projects

8. Supplemental materials

9. Integrated skills

10. Interdisciplinary units

PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT:

A classroom portfolio will be developed to provide a complete picture of achievement in eighth grade Reading class.  Samples of student works will be included, and self-assessment will be used to help students set goals.

Some potential items to be included in this portfolio are:


book reports


projects (photographs)


tests


novel packets


book lists


reflection sheets


goal-setting sheet

METHODS OF EVALUATION:

1. Homework

2. Quizzes and tests

3. Book summaries

4. Book reports

5. Projects

6. Book/project presentations

7. Conferences

8. Journals

9. Class preparation

10. Group discussions

11. Notebooks

12. Extra-credit work

13. Peer evaluation

14. Self-evaluation

15. PSSA Reading Rubric
INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES:

1.   Concepts


-demonstrate an understanding of basic reading comprehension skills (sequence of 


events, fact vs. opinion, cause and effect, etc.)


-interpret various forms of literature


-develop an understanding of an author's relationship to his writing


-demonstrate an understanding of the elements of a novel by writing in-depth 

        
book reports

2.   Communication


-read and use a variety of methods to interpret various texts


-respond orally and in writing to various reading assignments


-listen and speak effectively during small group and class discussions


-compose organized written book reports


-present oral book reports in conjunction with creative projects

3.   Thinking/Problem Solving


-analyze characters' motivations, behavior, and relationships


-draw conclusions and make inferences and predictions from reading assignments.


-paraphrase and summarize reading selections


-evaluate and respond critically to literature in written book reports


-create projects designed to "sell" books to other students

4.   Application of Knowledge


-demonstrate cause and effect connections in plot conflicts


-evaluate relationships between characters in literature


-decipher the lessons, messages, and themes of various literary selections


-relate the characters, conflicts, and life-lessons in reading selections to one's own 

        
experiences


-reflect on past school work and life experiences to evaluate strengths and 

        
weaknesses and to decide what could have been done differently and will be done 

        
differently next time


-evaluate one’s own and others’ book talks/projects for creativity and


effectiveness

5.   Interpersonal Skills


-demonstrate the ability to listen

            -communicate effectively through both speech and writing


-work cooperatively as a group member
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