READING, ENGLISH, LANGUAGE ARTS

LENGTH OF TIME: 

One year, 1½-2 hours/day

GRADE LEVEL: 

5

COURSE STANDARDS

Pennsylvania Academic Standards:
1.1  Learning to Read Independently
The student will: 
1. Read familiar material aloud accurately and fluently.

2. Identify purpose(s) for reading different types of text and use appropriate strategies for comprehension during reading (e.g. self-questioning, revising predictions, forming mental images, paraphrasing, clarifying meaning, rereading, adjusting rate, seeking help).
3. Use syllabication, prefixes, suffixes, root words, synonyms, homophones, homographs, context clues, and dictionary to decode and understand new vocabulary.
4. Summarize the major ideas, themes, or procedures of text.
5. Make connections between previous knowledge and experiences and texts.

6. Make responsible assertions about the ideas from the text by citing evidence. 
7. Read grade level materials with at least 93% accuracy and 100 wpm.
1.2 Reading Critically in All Content Areas

The student will: 
1. Understand essential content (fact/opinion, stereotypes, exaggeration, inferences) across multiple texts

2. Evaluate text organization and content to determine author’s purpose and effectiveness
1.3 Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature

The student will: 
1. Read at least twenty-five books during the year.
2. Read at least two books by a single writer, or in one genre.
3. Compare literary elements within and among texts especially point of view and theme.

4. Describe how the author uses literary devices.

5. Demonstrate understanding of the characteristics of literary forms and genres.

6. Make inferences and draw conclusions about contexts, events, characters, and settings.

7. Examine the reasons for a character’s actions, taking into account the situation and basic motivation of the character.

8. Identify and respond to effects of sound and structure in poetry (e.g. alliteration, rhyme, verse form).

9. Read and write in response to nonfiction and fiction, including poetry and drama.
1.4 Types of Writing 

The student will: 
1. Write personal narrative and other pieces (e.g. poems, plays, stories, essays, letters, reports, persuasive pieces) utilizing dialogue and literary conflict.

2. Identify focus, audience, topic, and purpose.
1.5  Quality of Writing
The student will: 
1. Demonstrate writing habits and processes daily, using the Writing Process (i.e. plan, draft, revise, edit, publish) and the PA Writing Domain Assessment Rubric for self-reflection and self-evaluation.

2. Write with controlled and/or subtle organization sustaining logical order through the use of meaningful transitions.

3. Use precise adjectives, adverbs, and action verbs.

4. Write paragraphs from an outline.

5. Revise and edit to clarify meaning and improve content, organization and conventions.

6. Analyze drama as an information source, entertainment, persuasion or transmitter of culture.

7. Demonstrate mastery of apostrophes (possessives), commas, quotation marks, and periods after abbreviations.
1.6 Speaking and Listening

The student will: 
1. Listen to others, taking notes as prompted.

2. Plan and participate equitably in group discussions, presentations and informal debates.

3. Speak with appropriate volume and pace, adjusting content for different audiences.

4. Make oral presentations with a purpose in mind.

5. Give reasons for opinions.

6. Discuss the uses of media (internet, newspapers, radio, TV, film, advertising) for learning purposes.

7. Use a variety of sounds and images to create an effective presentation.
1.7 Characteristics and Functions of Language
The student will: 
1. Use a dictionary to find the origins of words from other languages that are commonly used English words.

2. Identify word meanings that have changed over time (e.g. cool, mouse).
1.8 Research

The student will: 
1. Select and refine a topic for research.

2. Select appropriate sources and locate information using indices, cross-references, appendices, and computer databases.

3. Gather and organize pertinent information from a range of resources (e.g. books, magazines, newspapers, electronic and online sources).

4. Credit sources using a structured format.

5. Present reports and findings both orally and in writing.
Essential Questions:

1. How do authors convey meaning?

2. How do people find answers to their questions?

3. How do people read, understand and communicate effectively?

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS:

Students will demonstrate achievement of standards by:

1. Compiling a portfolio of reading and writing to include a variety of pieces of writing, and responses to trade books and independent books.  (Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.8)

2. Completing a personal narrative according to the Palisades Portfolio Writing Committee guidelines and rubric.  (Standards 1.4, 1.5)

3. Completing the Palisades Quarterly Reading Comprehension tasks.  (Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4. 1.5)

4. Completing the 25 Book reading requirement. (Standard 1.3)

5. Making an oral presentation of a research topic using visuals and/or appropriate technology, and including a written report.  (Standards 1.7, 1.8)

6. Self-assessing and peer responding to oral presentations in verbal or written form.  (Standards 1.3, 1.7)

7. Displaying student published writing.  (Standards 1.4, 1.5)

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:

This course stresses the fundamental skills and strategies of reading, writing, listening, and speaking, integrated through the use of Essential Questions.  Through journals, books, projects, presentations, and research, the students will become more proficient in reading, writing, listening, speaking, understanding, interpreting, analyzing, and synthesizing information.  Students will be evaluated through their participation and products.

TITLES OF UNITS:


Reading units and writing units are coordinated by literary genre, story elements, strategic skills, and types of writing.  The fifth grade focus genre are:


Historical Fiction 


Realistic Fiction, and Biography and Autobiography


Fantasy and Poetry


Adventure and Folk Tales

Writing purposes follow the Portfolio Writing Committee sequence and major types (narrative, informative, persuasive); grade 5 emphasis is Narrative.

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:

1. Direct Instruction

2. Teacher Modeling/Gradual Release of  Responsibility Model

3. Differentiated Instruction

4. Teacher Read Aloud

5. Shared Reading

6. Independent Reading

7. Literature Circles

8. Reader's Workshop

9. Comprehension, Reflection & Response Activities

10. Home Reading

11. Word Study (vocabulary development, spelling)

12. Interactive Writing

13. Independent Writing

14. Writer's Workshop

MATERIALS:

The materials used are tradebooks within selected genres and on developmentally appropriate and challenging reading levels.  Listed below are the genres chosen with a representative book from each.

1. Poetry: Ten-Second Rainshowers:  Poems by Young People, Sanford Lyne; Simon & Schuster Books, 1996.
2. Fantasy: Tuck Everlasting, Natalie Babbitt; Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1975.
3. Historical Fiction:  George Washington's Socks, Elvira Woodruff; Scholastic, 1991.
4. Non-Fiction: Immigrant Kids, Russell Freedman; Puffin Books, 1980.
5. Realistic Fiction: The Cybil War, Betsy Byars; Viking Press, 1981.
6. Vocabulary for Achievement, by Margaret Ann Richek,  Great Source Education Group, 2001
7. Anthology: Distant Voyages, Trophies, Harcourt School Publishers, 2001

8. Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing, by Vicki Spandel, Great Source Education Group, 2003

9. Trade books from the approved school book list.

METHODS OF ASSISTANCE AND ENRICHMENT:

1. IST

2. MTS Club 

3. Teaching Assistants

4. Parent tutors

5. Provide developmentally appropriate and challenging literature

6. Provide wide variety of methods to respond to literature

7. PAL (Gifted Support) Services

8. Learning Support Services

PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT:

Portfolios will be maintained throughout the year to demonstrate student status and growth in writing and reading.  Included materials will be: narrative writing, comprehension responses, sample reading journal responses, writing workshop selection(s), student book list, and other work selected by the student.  Palisades School District Portfolio Plan/Building Portfolio Plan guidelines and PWC rubrics will be used.

METHODS OF EVALUATION:

1. Reading logs

2. Thematic/unit projects

3. Oral discussion participation
4. Literature Circle participation
5. Teacher observations and conferences
6. Teacher-developed assessments

7. Running records 

8. Developmental Reading Assessments, one-minute readings, CBA's

9. District writing assessment

10. Spelling tests

11. 4Sight

INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES:

1.
Concepts


-demonstrate knowledge of concepts, strategies, and principles of the course


-read to research and synthesize information for science, social studies, and other


 reports


-interrelate subjects, concepts, and themes through discussions, use of tradebooks, 


 and various resources

2.
Communication


-use effective listening and speaking skills in interpersonal and audio-visual 
situations


-read to learn, research, and synthesize information in all curricular areas


-maintain organized notebooks, and/or logs

      -communicate effectively in written work, including letters, reports, journals


-complete oral, visual and written reports

3.
Thinking/Problem Solving


-engage in discussions and group activities


-participate in literature circles


-make predictions and decisions that demonstrate knowledge of course content 


 and integration of information


-draw conclusions and show relationships based on individual books, genre, and 


 interrelated texts and information sources

4.
Application of Knowledge


-use communication skills to read, write, listen, and discuss


      - complete creative and informative writing that demonstrates competence in the         

              five rubric areas (focus, content, organization, style, conventions)

- draw conclusions and show relationships between different books and various 


 genres


- use or create cartoons, posters, or games to demonstrate understanding of 
               factual, thematic, or literary information

5.
Interpersonal Skills


-work cooperatively on projects, assignments, and investigations


-communicate appropriately and effectively in a variety of situations


-participate in discussion groups, role playing, plays
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