READING, ENGLISH, LANGUAGE ARTS
LENGTH OF TIME: 

Daily, 2 – 2 ½ hours
GRADE LEVEL: 

3
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:

This course stresses the fundamental skills and strategies of reading, writing, listening, and speaking, integrated through the Essential Questions. Through the use of a variety of texts, students will continue to develop and practice skills as they read, listen, and respond orally and in writing.  Students will make connections between what they read and their life experiences.  Students will be evaluated through their products and performances.

Essential Questions:

How do people identify, communicate, and take care of their different needs?

Why do people communicate in different ways?

COURSE STANDARDS:

Pennsylvania Academic Standards:

1.1  Learning to Read Independently 

The student will:

A. Identify the purposes and types of text (e.g., literature, information) before reading.

B. Preview the text formats (e.g., title, headings, chapters and table of contents).

C. Use knowledge of phonics, word analysis (e.g., root words, prefixes and suffixes), syllabication, picture and context clues to decode and understand new words during reading.

D. Read text using self-monitoring comprehension strategies (e.g., predict, revise predictions, reread, use text organization including headings, graphics, and charts, and adjust reading rate).

E. Acquire a reading vocabulary by identifying and correctly using words (e.g., antonyms, synonyms, categories of words). Use a dictionary when appropriate.

F. Understand the meaning of and use correctly new vocabulary learned in various subject areas.

G. Demonstrate after reading understanding and interpretation of both fiction and nonfiction text.

H. Demonstrate fluency and comprehension in reading.

1.2 Reading Critically in All Content Areas

The student will:

A. Read and understand essential content of informational texts and documents in all academic areas.

B. Use and understand a variety of media and evaluate the quality of material produced.

C. Produce work in at least one literary genre that follows the conventions of the genre.

1.3 Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature

The student will:

A. Read and understand works of literature.

B. Identify literary elements in stories describing characters, setting and plot.

C. Identify literary devices in stories (e.g., rhyme, rhythm, personification).

D. Identify the structures in poetry (e.g., pattern books, predictable books, nursery rhymes).

E. Identify the structures in drama (e.g., dialogue, story enactment, acts, scenes).

F. Read and respond to nonfiction and fiction including poetry and drama

1.4 Types of Writing 
The student will:

A. Write narrative pieces (e.g., stories, poems, plays).

B. Write informational pieces (e.g., descriptions, letters, reports, instructions) using illustrations when relevant.

C. Write an opinion and support it with facts.

1.5 Quality of Writing

The student will:

A. Write with a sharp, distinct focus identifying topic, task and audience.

B. Write using well-developed content appropriate for the topic.

C. Write with controlled and/or subtle organization.

D. Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition.

E. Revise writing to improve detail and order by identifying missing information and determining whether ideas follow logically.

F. Edit writing using the conventions of language.

G. Present and/or defend written work for publication when appropriate.

1.6 Speaking and Listening

The student will:

A. Listen to others.

B. Listen to a selection of literature (fiction and/or nonfiction).

C. Speak using skills appropriate to formal speech situations.

D. Contribute to discussions.

E. Participate in small and large group discussions and presentations.

F. Use media for learning purposes.

1.7 Characteristics and Functions of Language

The student will:

A. Identify words from other languages that are commonly used English words.

B. Identify variations in the dialogues of literary characters and relate them to differences in occupation or geographical location.

1.8 Research

The student will:

A. Select a topic for research.

B. Locate information using appropriate sources and strategies.

C. Organize and present the main ideas from research.

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS:

Students will demonstrate achievement of the standards by:

1. Storytown Readers Theater
2. Class participation

3. Oral presentations
4. Technology projects
TITLES OF UNITS:

1. School Days

mid September – mid October
2. Together We Can

mid October – end of November
3. As We Grow

end of November – mid January
4. Tales To Tell

mid January – mid February
5. A Place For All

end of February – end of March
6. Discoveries

beginning of May – end of year
SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:

1. Direct Instruction in large and small group settings

2. Teacher Modeling 

3. Differentiated Instruction

4. Shared/Guided/ and Independent Reading

5. Reader's and Writer’s Workshop

6. Comprehension, Reflection & Response Activities

7. Word Study (word wall, making words, spelling)

8. Shared Writing/Interactive, and Independent Writing

MATERIALS:

1. Storytown student anthologies, leveled readers, challenge and intervention kits

2. Storytown phonics, spelling, grammar, and writing

3. Leveled Trade books for additional guided reading

4. Trade books for read alouds

METHODS OF ASSISTANCE AND ENRICHMENT:

1. Storytown challenge and extra support resources

2. Instructional Support Team (IST)

3. Title 1 Reading Support

4. PAL (Gifted Support)

5. Meet The Standards (MTS) after school program

PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT: 
Portfolios will be maintained throughout the year to demonstrate student status and growth in writing and reading.  

1.  Spring Writing Assessment 

2.  Fall and Spring DRA

3. Student Book List for 25 book goal

METHODS OF EVALUATION:  (Required District Assessments)

1. Teacher observation and conferences

2. Storytown publishers theme assessments; priority assessments – themes 1 & 4 – reading comprehension; themes 2, 3, 5 & 6 - grammar
3. Developmental Reading Assessments (DRA) Fall and Spring

4. Storytown Fall/ Winter/Spring Oral Reading Benchmark Assessments (CBA)

5. Palisades Writing Assessment Fall and Spring

6. Storytown Spelling tests and dictations

7. Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) Fall, Winter and Spring

8. Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) March/April
9. Storytown publisher’s weekly lesson tests (mandatory use for focus list students, Title I students, and IEP’d students)
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