READING, ENGLISH, LANGUAGE ARTS

LENGTH OF TIME: 

year, 2 ½ - 3 hours/day

GRADE LEVEL: 

3

COURSE STANDARDS
Pennsylvania Academic Standards:
1.1  Learning to Read Independently 
The student will:

1. Independently read grade level material with 95% accuracy and appropriate fluency, using rhythm, flow, meter and pronunciation.

2. Demonstrate self monitoring and self correcting strategies when reading.

3. Demonstrate comprehension of grade level material written in a variety of genres and with varying complexities.

4. Demonstrate developing life-long reading habits.

5. Read daily, selecting from a variety of genres.

6. Listen to good literature daily from a variety of genres.

7. Participate in daily discussions about books, themes, content, meanings and the writer's craft.

8. Use a range of cueing systems, e.g. phonics, word analysis (e.g. root words, prefixes and suffixes) and context clues, to determine pronunciation and meanings.

9. Identify the purposes and types of text before reading, and consider prior knowledge.
10. Retell or summarize the major ideas, themes, or procedures of the text.

11. Support answers and conclusions by citing key words from the text as evidence, rereading as necessary to clarify and connect new information.

1.2 Reading Critically in All Content Areas

The student will:

1. Read and understand essential content of information texts and documents.

2. Differentiate between fact and opinion.

3. Make inferences from text when studying a topic (in social studies or science) and draw conclusions.

1.3 Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature

The student will:

1. Read at least twenty-five books each year.

2. Read from a variety of traditional and contemporary literature, both fiction and nonfiction, as well as magazines, newspapers, textbooks and online materials.

3. Expand their knowledge of vocabulary and use a variety of strategies to understand unknown words, including using antonyms, synonyms, and categories of words.

4. Use self-monitoring comprehension strategies, e.g. prediction, revising predictions, rereading, asking questions, using headings, using organization of text, graphics, charts, adjusting reading rate.
5. Read and understand works of literature, identifying story elements, literary devices (e.g. rhythm, rhyme, personification).

6. Identify the structure in poetry.

7. Identify the structure in drama (e.g. dialogue, story enactment, acts, scenes).

8. Read and respond to fiction and nonfiction in oral and written forms, including narrative, expository, and interpretive modes.

9. Make inferences and well-developed connections between texts, themes, characters, and ideas supporting the connections with evidence from texts. 
1.4 Types of Writing 
The student will:

1. Write in a variety of genres, following the conventions of the genre (e.g. fictional or personal narrative, report or informational writing, functional/procedural writing, responses to literature, poetry, friendly letter).

2. Write an opinion and support it with facts.

1.5 Quality of Writing

The student will:
1. Demonstrate writing habits and processes daily, using the Writing Process (i.e. plan, draft, revise, edit, publish)  and the PA Assessment Scoring Rubric for self-reflection and self-evaluation.

2. Demonstrate use of grade appropriate language, style and syntax, vocabulary and word choice, punctuation, capitalization and other conventions in writing.

a. Demonstrate control over nouns (common and proper), verbs and types of sentences.

b. Begin to demonstrate some control of commas and apostrophes.

3. Spell most words correctly, with errors limited to irregularly spelled and infrequently encountered words.

4. Write with an awareness of style, voice, and audience.

1.6 Speaking and Listening

The student will:

1. Listen to understand and respond, clarify and make connections.
2. Listen to and participate in discussions and oral presentations across the curriculum.

3. Use appropriate oral skills for formal presentations and informal discussions and conversation.

4. Pace speech so that it is understandable.

1.7 Characteristics and Functions of Language
The student will:

1. Identify and use words and sentences from another language.

2. Recognize and identify dialogues from other languages.

1.8 Research
The student will:

1. Take notes when gathering information using a structure format, e.g. graphic organizer, list of questions.
2. Identify and use multiple sources (dictionary, encyclopedia, electronic media, books) to learn new information and answer questions.

3. Use table of contents, key words, guide words, index, glossary.

4. Organize information.

5. Present information or a summary orally and in writing.

6. Cite sources.

Essential Questions:

How do people identify, communicate, and take care of their different needs?

Why do people communicate in different ways?

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS:

Students will demonstrate achievement of standards by:

1. Keeping a portfolio which will be used to include samples of student work in writing and reading:

a.  science/social studies research  (Standard 1.2, 1.5, 1.8)

b.  writing workshop piece(s)  (Standards 1.4, 1.5)

c.  List of 25 Books read  (Standard 1.3)

d.  self-selected pieces 
2. Keeping journal/reader response log.  (Standards 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5)

3. Making oral presentations.  (Standard 1.6)

4. Completing book reports.  (Standards 1.3, 1.4, 1.5)

5. Completing a personal information writing piece according to guidelines/rubric in the Palisades Writing Guide.  (Standards 1.4, 1.5)

6. Completing the 25 book project.  (Standard 1.3)
7. Completing activities and assessments that show skill development. (Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8)
8. Demonstrating accurate and fluent reading, as recorded in monthly running records, Developmental Reading Assessments, and one-minute readings.  (Standard 1.1)
9. Writing with increasing skill and control of conventions, as assessed by the PA Writing Domain Rubric.  (Standards 1.4, 1.5)
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:

This course stresses the fundamental skills and strategies of reading, writing, listening, and speaking, integrated through the Essential Questions. Through the use of basal reading texts, content reading materials, and authentic texts, students will develop and practice necessary skills as they read and/or listen and respond orally and in writing to these materials.  Students will make connections between what they read and their life experiences.  Students will be evaluated through their products and performances.

TITLES OF UNITS:


Reading units are based in a combination of genre and strategic skill development.  Writing purpose(s) follow the Portfolio Writing Committee sequence of grade emphasis (Grade 3 - Informative Writing).  Reading and writing units are integrated with curricular areas.  Reading themes in third grade include:

1. Creativity at Work (imagination)

2. Discovering Courage

3. The Power of Teamwork (solving problems)

4. The Balance of Nature

5. Traveling to New Communities (changes)

6. Exploring Challenges (solving problems/explorations)

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:

1. Direct Instruction
2. Teacher Modeling /Gradual Release of Responsibility Model
3. Differentiated Instruction

4. Teacher Read Aloud

5. Shared Reading

6. Independent Reading

7. Guided Reading

8. Reader's Workshop

9. Comprehension, Reflection & Response Activities

10. Home Reading

11. Word Study (word wall, making words, spelling)

12. Shared Writing

13. Interactive Writing

14. Independent Writing

15. Writer's Workshop

16. Reciprocal Teaching

MATERIALS:

1. Anthology:  Wings, Signatures, Harcourt School Publishers, 1999

2. Anthology:  Diamond Cove, Signatures, Harcourt School Publishers, 1999

3. Signatures Library Collection, Harcourt School Publishers, 1999

4. Daybook of Critical Reading and Writing, by Vicki Spandel, Great Source Education Group, 2003

5. District Spelling - core words list
6. Vocabulary for Achievement, Margaret Richek, Great Source Education Group, Inc, 2001

7. Spelling Book, David Fry, Laguna Beach, 1992 
8. Sing a Song of Popcorn, Beatrice Schenk de Regniers; Scholastic, Inc., 1988.
9. BFG, Roald Dahl, Farrar, Straus, Giroux, 1982.
10. The Way to Start a Day, Byrd Baylor; Simon and Schuster,
11. Charlotte's Web, E.B. White; Harper and Row, 1952.
12. Trade books from the approved school book list.

METHODS OF ASSISTANCE AND ENRICHMENT:

1. IST

2. Title I services

3. W.E.B. reading program

4. Parent/community volunteers

5. Teacher/aide tutoring

6. Modified curriculum/materials

7. Adaptive strategies

8. Rereading/extended reading

9. Computer programs

10. PAL (Gifted Support) services

11. Learning Support Services

12. MTS

PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT:

Portfolios will be maintained throughout the year to demonstrate student status and growth in writing and reading.  Pieces included will be:  science/social studies research, comprehension responses, writing workshop selection, student book list, and other work selected by the student.  Palisades School District Portfolio Plan guidelines and Portfolio Writing Committee rubrics will be used.  Also, annual as well as lesson and unit spelling pre/post tests will be used.

METHODS OF EVALUATION:

1. Developmental Reading Assessments (DRA) on struggling students
2. One-minute readings and running records (for accuracy and fluency)

3. 4Sight
4. Harcourt Signatures Skills and Integrated Performance Assessments

5. District Writing Assessment

6. Teacher observation

7. Developmental checklists

8. Class participation

9. Teacher-developed assessments
10. Spelling pre/post tests
11.  Rubric-based evaluations for presentations, reports, and other performance assessments.

12. Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) – reading/writing

INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES:

1.
Concepts


-demonstration of the concepts, strategies, and uses of literacy/communication 

               skills
            - recognition of relationships between previous knowledge, new information, and 

                curricular subjects

2.
Communication


-use effective listening and speaking skills in informal and formal situations

-present oral or written information from other curricular areas using a variety 


 of genres

-read and write to learn in all areas of the curriculum

-communicate effectively in written work, including journals, letters
3.
Thinking/Problem Solving

            - participate in discussions to exchange ideas and information


-make critical judgments using learned skills


-find, gather, and interpret data to answer questions and solve problems
4.
Application of Knowledge


-use library resources to develop research projects across the curriculum


-self select appropriate ability level books

            -make connections between previous knowledge, texts, new information

            - demonstrate through writing in several genres competence in the areas of the

               PA Writing Domain Rubric skills

5.
Interpersonal Skills


-work cooperatively with adults and peers on interdisciplinary projects


-work effectively with others in learning situations, social situations, and 
recreational settings
            - communicate positively with others

            - contribute constructively and effectively to group projects and assignments
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