READING, ENGLISH, LANGUAGE ARTS

LENGTH OF TIME: 

daily, 2- 2 ½  hours

GRADE LEVEL: 

2

COURSE STANDARDS

Pennsylvania Academic Standards:

1.1  Learning to Read Independently 
The student will:

1. Read aloud grade level text with 90 – 95% accuracy and appropriate fluency.

2. Use knowledge of advanced letter/sound correspondence and word structure to decode words.

3. Segment and blend phonetic elements to decode unknown words (e.g. special vowel spellings, word endings, diphthongs)

4. Demonstrate self-monitoring and self-correcting strategies when reading.

5. Read compound words, contractions, possessives, and words with inflectional endings.

6. Read independently and with assistance daily.

7. Use a dictionary when appropriate.

8. Read a variety of genres.

1.2 Reading Critically in All Content Areas

The student will:

1. Connect new ideas and information to previous knowledge.

2. Read nonfiction materials.
1.3 Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature

The student will:

1. Read thirty books, including both fiction and nonfiction, during the year.

2. Read texts using self-monitoring comprehension strategies (e.g. predict, revise predictions, self-question, reread and clarify for meaning)

3. Retell or summarize major ideas, sequence and themes of texts.

4. Recognize and analyze story elements (characters, setting, events, problem, solution).

5. Make connections between self, texts, and world.

6. Listen to or read and discuss literature from a variety of genres daily.

7. Distinguish between fact and opinion, and state opinions.

8. Acquire new reading vocabulary, including high frequency words, antonyms, synonyms, categories of words.

9. Support answers and conclusions by locating key words/evidence in text or illustrations.

1.4 Types of Writing 
The student will:
1. Write narrative pieces from personal experience.
2. Write an informational paragraph about a specific topic.

3. Write friendly letters for real purposes.

4. Write poetry according to the characteristics of the genre.

5. Write text-to-text and other connections in response to literature.
1.5 Quality of Writing

The student will: 
1. Use the Writing Process (plan, draft, revise, edit, publish).

2. Include a beginning, middle, and ending when writing.

3. Use transition words (e.g. next, after, while, finally)

4. Identify the PA Writing Domain rubric areas and use adapted checklists.

5. Extend ideas to write paragraphs and include details.

6. Revise work according to specific guidelines.

7. Write with grade-level control of language, syntax, grammar and spelling.

a. Demonstrate mastery over capitalization of proper names and first word in a sentence.

b. Demonstrate mastery over end punctuation – period, exclamation mark, and question mark.

c. Demonstrate some control of selected homophones and contractions.
1.6 Speaking and Listening

The student will:

1. Listen in order to respond to questions, directions, information, situations.
2. Use speaking skills appropriate to the setting.
3. Participate in small and large group discussion.
4. Make short formal presentations.
1.7 Characteristics and Functions of Language
The student will:
1. Recognize differences in dialogues, as related to geography.
2. Recognize and use words or sentences from another language.
1.8  Research
The student will:

1. Use table of contents, chapter titles, index to locate information.

2. Use alphabetical order to access dictionary and encyclopedia entries.

3. Use multiple sources (e.g. books, dictionary, encyclopedia, electronic media, magazines) to find information. 

4. Organize information according to a structured plan

Essential Questions: 
How does what I read and hear change me?
What is good writing?

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS:

The student will demonstrate achievement of standards by:

1. Keeping a Portfolio for writing and reading to show student growth.  (Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.3)

2. Completing the district Reading/Listening Comprehension Assessments.  (Standards 1.1, 1.3)

3. Reading with grade-level accuracy and fluency, as recorded in monthly running records, Developmental Reading Assessments, and one-minute readings. (Standards 1.1, 1.3)

4. Completing of the 30 book project. (Standard 1.1, 1.2, 1.3)

5. Writing for a variety of purposes and in several genres.  (Standards 1.4, 1.5)

6. Writing with increasing skill and control of conventions, as assessed by the PA Writing Domain Rubric. (Standard 1.5)

7. Making oral presentations focused on a single topic.  (Standard 1.6)

8. Completing activities and assessments that show skill development. (Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8)
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:

This course stresses the fundamental skills and strategies of reading, writing, listening, and speaking, integrated through the Essential Questions. Through reading and responding to authentic texts and generating different types of writing, students will expand their basic skills and make meaningful connections between their lives and their reading and writing.  Students will be evaluated through their products, their performances, and their interpersonal communications.  There will be opportunities for teacher, peer, and self-assessment.

TITLES OF UNITS:


Reading and writing units are based in skill development and literary genres, integrated with curricular areas and may also at times reflect classroom interests.  Themes in second grade include:

1. Celebrate Me!  (Learning about Oneself)

2. Friendship!  (We Belong Together)

3. Communication (Stories)

4. Families

5. Nature

6. Dare to Dream

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:

1. Direct Instruction
2. Teacher Modeling/Gradual Release of Responsibility Model
3. Shared Reading

4. Independent Reading

5. Guided Reading

6. Reader's Workshop

7. Comprehension, Reflection & Response Activities

8. Home Reading

9. Word Study (word wall, making words, spelling)

10. Shared Writing

11. Interactive Writing

12. Independent Writing

13. Writer's Workshop

MATERIALS:

1. Anthology:  Out of the Blue, Signatures, Harcourt School Publishers, 1999

2. Anthology:  Living Colors, Signatures, Harcourt School Publishers, 1999

3. Instant Readers Package, Signatures, Harcourt School Publishers, 1999

4. Take-Home Book Collection, Signatures, Harcourt School Publishers, 1999

5. Signatures Phonics Kit, Harcourt School Publishers, 1999

6. Miss Rhumphius, Barbara Cooney, Viking, 1982

7. Keep the Lights Burning, Abbie, Peter and Carol Roop, Scholastic, 1985

8. Hailstones and Halibut Bones, Mary O'Neal, Doubleday, 1961

9. The Magic Finger, Ronald Dahl, Harper & Row, 1996

10. District spelling core words list
11. Trade books from the approved school book list

METHODS OF ASSISTANCE AND ENRICHMENT:
1. Differentiated instruction

2. IST

3. Title I services

4. W.E.B. reading program

5. Parent/community volunteers

6. Teacher/aide tutoring

7. Modified curriculum/materials

8. Adaptive strategies

9. Rereading/extended reading

10. Computer programs

11. PAL (Gifted Support) services

12. Learning Support Services

PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT:

Portfolios will be maintained and include student work that reflects status and growth in writing and reading.  Portfolio pieces serve as basis for assessment and goal-setting.  Specific guidelines are included in the Palisades School District Portfolio Plan and the Palisades Scoring Guides for Writing.

METHODS OF EVALUATION:

1. Developmental Reading Assessments (DRA)

2. One-minute readings and running records (for accuracy and fluency)

3. District Reading/Listening Comprehension Assessments

4. Harcourt Signatures Skills and Integrated Performance Assessments

5. District Writing Assessment

6. Teacher observation

7. Checklists

8. Class participation

9. Teacher-developed assessments

10. Spelling pre/post tests

11.  Rubric-based evaluations for presentations, reports, and other performance assessments.

INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES:

1.
Concepts


-demonstrate knowledge of basic concepts and principles of the course outcomes

2.
Communication

            -listen, read and learn in all areas of the curriculum


-respond orally and in writing for a variety of purposes


-construct meaning from a variety of texts and other written material


-use the writing process to compose in a variety of genres

3.
Thinking/Problem Solving


-make decisions and predictions based upon the application of learned skills


-process conclusions and show relationships in various genres


-recognize selected genre

            -gather information and data to aid understanding of and solutions for questions, 

                problems, and projects


-use research materials and software to develop spelling and writing

4.
Application of Knowledge


-use learned skills to read, write, spell, listen, discuss, learn and extend ideas

-exhibit skills in the editing process

5.
Interpersonal Skills


-work cooperatively with others on projects and investigations


-communicate through reading, writing, and listening

            -work effectively with others in learning situations, social situations, and

               recreational situations

            -contribute constructively and effectively to group projects and assignments
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