READING, ENGLISH, LANGUAGE ARTS

LENGTH OF TIME: 

daily, 2 ½  - 3  hours

GRADE LEVEL: 

1

COURSE STANDARDS:

PENNSYLVANIA ACADEMIC STANDARDS:

1.1  Learning to Read Independently 

The student will:

1. Demonstrate mastery of the print sound code, including phonemic awareness and recognize approximately 150 high frequency words as they are encountered in reading.

2. Read grade level text with 90-95% accuracy and appropriate fluency.

3. Demonstrate self monitoring and self correcting strategies when reading.
4. Demonstrate independent and assisted reading habits daily.

5. Read at least 30 books each year.
6. Use a range of cuing systems, e.g. phonics and context clues, to determine pronunciation and meaning.
7. Demonstrate ability to segment and blend phonetic elements.

8. Use end punctuation to guide fluent oral reading.

9. Use appropriate rate and pronunciation when reading familiar text.
10. Recognize own mistakes and make corrections.
11. Use knowledge of phonics to decode regular one-syllable words.
1.2 Reading Critically in All Content Areas

The student will:

1. Participate in daily discussions about books.

2. Connect information or ideas in a story to real life events or knowledge using key words from the text.

1.3 Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature

The student will:

1. Read text using self-monitoring comprehension strategies (e.g. prediction, using picture and structural clues, questioning, clarifying for meaning).
2. Participate in daily discussions about stories.

3. Acquire new vocabulary.

4. Retell a story in a logical and sequential order or summarize information.

5. Describe what a story is about, i.e. tell the main idea.

6. Use story elements to retell and analyze texts.

7. Relate new information to prior knowledge and experience

8. Extend ideas and make connections to related topics or information

9. Answer simple comprehension questions based on the materials read.

10. Make connections between texts, themes, characters, and ideas.

11. Compare and contrast texts, themes, characters, and ideas.

12. Respond to non-fiction, fiction, poetry, and drama in a variety of modes and media.

1.4 Types of Writing 

The student will:

1. Demonstrate the ability to write in several genres, e.g. narrative, friendly letter, list.

2. Read, or be read to from, traditional and contemporary literature (both fiction and non-fiction) as well as magazines, newspapers, textbooks, and on-line materials.

1.5 Quality of Writing

The student will:

1. Write with a selected topic.

2. Include basic descriptions of people, places, and things.
3. Identify beginning, middle and ending of familiar stories.
4. Use a variety of words in writing.
5. Write with a sense of beginning, middle, and ending.
6. Use appropriate letters to represent most of the sounds they hear in a word.

7. Demonstrate some control over periods and capitalization of proper names and sentence beginnings.

8. Produce writing that contains a large proportion of correctly spelled high frequency words and that can be read by others.

9. Edit work for selected conventions.

1.6  Speaking and Listening

The student will:
1. Listen to directions and the contributions of others.

2. Participate in conversations and discussions with appropriate skills.
3. Make short oral presentations, e.g. Show and Tell.

4. Participate in choral reading and recitation, e.g. poetry.

5. Increase oral vocabulary and language skills.

1.7  Characteristics and Functions of Language

The student will: 

1. Recognize and use some words from another language, e.g. Spanish.

1.8  Research
The student will:

1. Use selected sources to find information: word wall, charts, lists, dictionaries, electronic media.

2. Recognize alphabetic order as the organizing feature of dictionaries, etc.

3. Take notes using key words and pictures from structured sources.

Essential Question:  How do people communicate with me?

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS:

Students will demonstrate achievement of standards by:

1. Completing writing and reading tasks for a portfolio that shows student growth.  Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.8
2. Completing the Beginning of the Year Literacy Assessment 1.1

3. Completing the district Listening and Reading Comprehension Assessments.  Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.3
4. Completing written/artistic responses to a variety of texts.  Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.3
5. Participating in conversations, oral discussions, personal presentations, and/or dramatizations.  Standard 1.6
6. Using the library and computers for literacy and learning development.  Standard 1.1, 1.3, 1.8
7. Completing activities and assessments that demonstrate skill development.  Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8
8. Completing the 30 book project. Standard 1.1
9. Reading accurately and fluently and comprehending text as recorded on running records and/or one-minute readings at least quarterly, and Developmental Reading Assessments.  Standard 1.1, 1.2, 1.3
10. Writing with increasing skill and control of conventions, and completing the District Writing Assessment.  Standards 1.4, 1.5 
DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:

This course begins the development of the fundamental skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing, integrated through the Essential Question.  Through listening and/or reading and responding to authentic texts and generating different types of writing and oral responses, students will expand and make meaningful connections with their lives and knowledge base.  Students will be evaluated through their products, their performances, and their interpersonal communications.  There will be opportunities for teacher, peer, and self-assessments.

TITLES OF UNITS:

Reading and writing units are integrated with curricular areas and may also at times reflect classroom interests.  Themes in first grades include:

1. What Can I Discover?  (Learning about Oneself)

2. All in a Family (Learning about Families)

3. Special Friends (Learning about Friendship)

4. Storytellers - One and All (Folktales and Rhymes)

5. Nature

6. Let's Pretend (Imagination)

7. Pets

8. Beyond my World (Nature and Space)

9. Family News (Changes in a Family)

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:

1. Direct Instruction
2. Teacher modeling/Gradual Release of Responsibility Model

3. Teacher Read Aloud

4. Shared Reading

5. Independent Reading

6. Guided Reading

7. Comprehension, Reflection & Response Activities

8. Home Reading

9. Word Study (phonemic awareness, word wall, making words, spelling)

10. Shared Writing

11. Interactive Writing

12. Independent Writing

13. Writer's Workshop

MATERIALS:
1. Anthology:  Rhythm and Rhyme, Signatures, Harcourt School Publishers, 1999

2. Anthology:  Picture Perfect, Signatures, Harcourt School Publishers, 1999

3. Anthology:  Big Dreams, Signatures, Harcourt School Publishers, 1999

4. Anthology:  Warm Friends, Signatures Harcourt School Publishers, 1999

5. Anthology:  Full Sails, Signatures, Harcourt School Publishers, 1999

6. Anthology:  All Smiles, Signatures, Harcourt School Publishers, 1999

7. Big Book of Rhymes, Signatures, Harcourt School Publishers, 1999

8. Instant Reader Package, Signatures, Harcourt School Publishers, 1999

9. Big Book Collection, Signatures, Harcourt School Publishers, 1999

10. Take-Home Book Collection, Signatures, Harcourt School Publishers, 1999

11. Signatures Phonics kit, Harcourt School Publishers, 1999

12. Town Mouse, Country Mouse, Jan Brett, Putnam, 1994

13. Strega Nona, Tomie DePaolo, Prentice Hall, 1975

14. Owl Moon, Jane Yolen, Philomel, 1987

15. Stellaluna, Janell Cannon, Harcourt, 1993

16. Red Leaf, Yellow Leaf, Lois Ehlert, Harcourt, 1991

17. District Spelling Core List

18. Trade books from the approved school book list.

METHODS OF ASSISTANCE AND ENRICHMENT:

1. Instructional Support services
2. Title I services

3. Reteaching

4. WEB reading program

5. Parent/community volunteers

6. Teacher/aide tutoring

7. Modified curriculum/materials

8. Adaptive strategies

9. Rereading/extended reading

10. Computer programs

11. PAL (Gifted Support) services

12. Learning Support Services

PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT:

Portfolios will be maintained and include student work that reflects status and growth in writing, reading, and related Language Arts areas.  Portfolio pieces serve as a basis for assessment and goal-setting.  The portfolio should contain:

1. Two or more pieces of writing:  one that shows the student’s independent writing ability, and one that includes teacher input/assistance

2. Reading accuracy, fluency and comprehension information from running records, one-minute readings, DRAs, and Harcourt and Palisades School District reading comprehension tasks.
3. List of 30 Books read during the year

4. Attitude or other surveys about reading/writing (optional)

METHODS OF EVALUATION:

1. Developmental Reading Assessments (DRA), running records, and one-minute reading data
2. District Listening/Reading Comprehension Assessments
3. Harcourt Signatures Skills and Integrated Performance Assessments

4. Teacher observation

5. Teacher developed assessments

6. Class participation

7. Observation Survey Tasks (Marie Clay)
8. District writing assessment

9. Spelling tests

INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES:

1.  Concepts

-demonstrate understanding and application of the basic concepts and strategies of reading, writing, speaking, listening
2.  Communication


-develop effective listening skills for interpersonal or audio-visual situations


-respond orally and in writing for a variety of curricular and personal purposes


-read and construct meaning from a variety of sources


-compose pictures and text to express ideas and information related to personal and


 curricular goals

3.  Thinking/Problem Solving


-participate in discussions to exchange ideas and information


-use various resources for gathering information to answer questions and extend 
knowledge

-make predictions and decisions using previous knowledge, new information, and


 learned skills


-draw conclusions using facts

4.
Application of Knowledge


-use literacy skills to listen, converse, discuss, read, and write


-use resources and strategies to plan and compose written text


-use classroom and library materials for reading, writing, and pursuing simple research
5.  Interpersonal Skills


-work cooperatively with adults and peers in problem-solving, project, and


 recreational groups


-contribute effectively to group work and goals


-communicate appropriately and positively in a variety of situations
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