LESS COMMONLY TAUGHT LANGUAGES AND CULTURES
LENGTH OF TIME: 

90 minutes for one semester, meeting every day
GRADE LEVEL: 

10-12
PREREQUISITE:
Students must have completed Level III of a World Language with a minimum grade of B- or have special permission from the department chair.  Priority will be given to students who are concurrently enrolled in Level IV or AP World Language.

COURSE STANDARDS:

Students will:

1. Communicate and comprehend effectively in the four language skills (listening and speaking are primary skills and  reading and writing are secondary skills) and:

a.  Utilize the system of sound-letter correspondences.

b.  Demonstrate the ability to use/comprehend appropriate vocabulary.

    c.  Exhibit the ability to formulate/comprehend phrases and questions, 

    d.  Use modeled phrases and answers correctly.

    e.  Differentiate intonation patterns.

(FL Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 5.1) 

(PA Academic Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7.) 

2. Learn about diversity and gain an appreciation and respect for other individuals and cultures.  (WL Standards 2.1, 2.2, 3.2, 4.2, 5.1, 5.2)   (PA Academic Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.6)

3. Make comparisons between their own language and culture and target languages and cultures explored. (WL Standards 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1, 5.2) (PA Academic Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8.)
4. Develop and refine the study skills necessary for effective language learning.  (WL Standards 3.1, 4.1, 5.1, 5.2) (PA Academic Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8.)

5. Recognize and view the importance of language learning as a life and job skill.  (WL Standards 5.1, 5.2) (PA Academic Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8.)

6. Recognize the importance of technology as a resource tool, reinforcement/enrichment tool, and for production of oral or written work.  (WL Standards 3.1, 5.1, 5.2) (PA Academic Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8.)

RELATED WORLD LANGUAGE STANDARDS: ACTFL

Communication

1.1 Students engage in conversation to provide and obtain information

1.2 Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on variety of topics

1.3 Students present information to listeners or readers on a variety of topics

Cultures

2.1 Student understands practices and perspectives of the culture

2.2 Student understands relationship between products and perspectives of the culture

Connections

3.1 Students reinforce knowledge of other disciplines through foreign language

3.2 Students recognize distinctive viewpoints available through foreign language and culture

Comparisons

4.1 Students demonstrate understanding through comparisons of the language studied and their own

4.2 Students demonstrate understanding through comparisons of the culture studies and their own

Communities

5.1
Students use the language both within and beyond the school setting

5.2
Students show evidence of life-long learner and use for personal 


enjoyment and enrichment

RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR READING, WRITING, SPEAKING AND LISTENING

1.1
Learning to Read Independently

1.2
Reading Critically in All Content Areas

1.3
Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature

1.4
Types of Writing

1.5
Quality of Writing

1.6
Speaking and Listening

1.7
Characteristics and Function of the English Language

1.8
Research

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS:

At the conclusion of the Less Commonly Taught Languages and Cultures course, students will demonstrate achievement showing the progression from Novice-Low towards Novice-Mid in Listening and Speaking, as defined in the ACTFL guidelines.  Students will be able to:

1. Understand, interpret, and identify in the target languages, concrete categories of words.  (Course Standards 1,2,3,4,5,6)   

· Numbers

· Age

· Family Relations

· Household items

· Introductions and greetings

· Times of day

· Calendar terms (days, months, seasons, holidays)

· Buying and Selling

· Question words






· Activities/action words





· Daily routine

· Colors

· Travel and transportation


2. Engage in conversations, provide and obtain information on basic autobiographical information in the target language. (Course Standards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6)    

· Name

· Describe yourself 

· Discuss activities 
· Identify and describe family

· Discuss time and schedule 

· Negotiate for services
 

3. Present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners on a variety of topics in the target languages (mini lessons).  (Course Standards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6)  

4. Present and discuss cultural and historical information and current events in English. (Course Standards 2, 3, 5, 6)

5. Reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through the target languages.  (Course Standards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6)  

6. Demonstrate an understanding of the nature of language and culture through comparison among languages and cultures including their native language.  (Course Standards 1, 2 ,3 ,4,5,6)  


7. Participate in cultural activities specific to the languages and cultures studied. (Course Standards 2, 3, 5, 6) 

8. Recognize the importance of world language skills and global awareness and citizenship by investigating careers where world language proficiency is beneficial. (Course Standards 5)   

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:

This World Language elective course focuses on introducing students to Less Commonly Taught Languages (LCTLs) and their cultures.  One of the objectives of the course is to equip students with the skills needed to learn LCTLs independently for future academic, personal or professional goals. From a linguistic perspective, students will explore the relationships among world languages by utilizing their knowledge from previously studied world languages (i.e. Spanish, German, and French).  Students will become acquainted with everyday conversational phrases in Mandarin Chinese, Arabic, and a third independently explored LCTL of his/her choosing via computer assisted language software and videos. In addition, foundational activities will explore the concept of global citizenship and students’ participation in the global community now and in the future. Students will use authentic resources to compare and contrast contemporary cultural practices and products. Students will access the cultures through the lenses of film, art, music, literature and media.
TITLES OF UNITS:
Unit 1 Foundation / Introduction (1/2 week)

· Why learn LTCLs

· Global citizenship 

· Phonetics and Language Learning Inventory

Unit 2: Linguistics (1/2 week)
· World language families and geography

· Indo-European languages 

· Basic linguistic terminology

Unit 3: Far Eastern Languages (8 weeks)
· Featuring: Mandarin Chinese Language

· Background of the language (written language and spoken sounds)

· Phrases (greetings / numbers / conversational / survival/ etc…)

· Highlighting China

· Cultural literacy for the country (important people/ideas)

· Educational practices (secondary and university systems)

· Cultural norms and business practices

· Business relationships with the United States

· Understanding people and their culture via art / music / media / literature / film

· Other Far Eastern Languages

Unit 4: Middle Eastern Languages (5 weeks)
· Featuring: Arabic

· Background of the language (written language and spoken sounds)

· Phrases (greetings / numbers / conversational / survival/ etc…)

· Highlighting 2-3 regions or countries of contemporary relevance (ex: Turkey, Northern Africa / Afghanistan)

· Cultural literacy for the country (important people/ideas)

· Educational practices (secondary and university systems)

· Cultural norms and business practices

· Business relationships with the United States

· Understanding people and their culture via art / music / media / literature / film

· Other Middle Eastern Languages

Unit 5: LCTLs Independent Language Learning (4 weeks)
· Students select a language based on interest and available materials and explore:

· Background of the language (written language and spoken sounds)

· Phrases (greetings / numbers / conversational / survival/ etc…)

· Students complete a final project highlighting the culture of their LCTL which includes the following:

· Cultural literacy for the country (important people/ideas)

· Educational practices (secondary and university systems)

· Cultural norms and business practices

· Business relationships with the United States

· Understanding people and their culture via art / music / media / literature / film 

· Other additional LCTLs and cultures

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:

1. Differentiated Instruction via Process, Content, Product, Environment

2. Learning Strategies Identification, Inventories and Instruction

3. Computer Aided Instruction and Progress Monitoring

4. Voice Recognition comparison

5. Student authored mini-lessons of  their own LCTL focus

6. Video and audio instruction 

7. Cooperative learning groups

8. Listening/reading activities

9. Discussion/summary

10. Small group activities

11. Journal responses
12. Oral presentations

13. Research

14. Models

15. Audio visual presentations

16. Simulations/role plays

17. Technology assisted learning

18. Posters/charts, etc.

19. Problem solving

20. Games

21. Worksheets/Vocabulary lists

22. Interviews
MATERIALS:

1. Computers

2. Computer software (Rosetta Stone 3.0 site license for 11 users for Mandarin Chinese and Arabic, and Instant Immersion in 102 Languages software available from Language Resources Online)  

3. Everyday Mandarin Video series, cassettes, and  teacher guide produced by BBC, 1984 
4. Miscellaneous realia

5. Magazines

6. Supplemental materials – resource workbooks, maps, etc.

7. Teacher made materials – flashcards

8. Projection/presentation equipment (computer, TV, smart board (when available), CPS – class participation system, videoconferencing equipment)

9. Dictionaries

10. Videos/streaming videos

11. Digital cameras

12. Scanner

13. Web 2.0 tools (access to Internet)

METHODS OF ASSISTANCE AND ENRICHMENT:

1. Differentiated Instruction via Process, Content, Product, Environment

2. “Second chance learning” as appropriate

3. Peer tutoring

4. Academic tutorial

5. Guest speakers

6. Interdisciplinary units

7. Teaching of study skills: reading strategies, study, note taking, organizational

8. Independent reading

9. Technology aided instruction
PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT:

Examples of selected performances and products will be maintained in individual student portfolios throughout the course.  Portfolios will serve as a vehicle for self-assessment and teacher assessment.  Portfolio contents will include samples of student writing, performance assessments, and traditional vocabulary assessments. Audio and / or videotapes of student performances can be added. Options include: 

1. Class discussion rubrics and feedback 

2. Oral presentation rubrics and feedback

3. Compositions/Research Papers/Brochures/Products and rubrics

4. Journal – on-line learning class portfolio of journal responses with journal rubric

5. Recorded Oral Proficiencies and mini-lesson presentations

6. Record of unit completion and grades from Rosetta Stone Student Management System

METHODS OF EVALUATION:

1. Quizzes

2. Oral proficiency activities (monologues/ dialogues / role plays/ simulations) 

3. Projects/performance assessments/presentations (mini-lesson, Chinese Cultural research project and presentation, Chinese City travel brochure, Arabic-speaking comparative country/region project) 
4. Class work and participation

5. Homework  
6. Journals
INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES:

1.
Concepts

 -vocabulary

-pronunciation and intonation

-culture of the target language (geography) 

-word order and sentence structure

-study skills (language learning strategies)

2.
Communication (spoken or written form)

-correct pronunciation and intonation

-use of thematic vocabulary

-dialogues or monologues

-questions and answers (survival situations, common greetings and conversation)
3.
Thinking/Problem Solving

-formation of questions and use of appropriate responses (survival situations 
-use of appropriate sentence structure according to the situation (questions/ statements/negatives)
-inferring grammatical structure and rules from language samples 
4.
Application of Knowledge

-use of information to create dialogues, monologues

-use of information to understand realia

-completion of assigned oral proficiency activities/assessments
-use of student management software to track progress

-teaching mini-lessons in LCTL of choice
5.
Interpersonal Skills

-sensitivity to cultural differences

-cooperative learning groups (paired/group activities)
-interviews 

-active discussion techniques 
LCTL
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