GIFTED SEMINAR I
(previously Philosophy I)
LENGTH OF TIME: 

90 minutes every other day; one semester
GRADE LEVEL: 

9-12
COURSE STANDARDS:

Students will:

1. Work independently and cooperatively within groups and institutions to accomplish goals (NCSS – Individual Development and Identity 4h, PA Academic Std 1.1,1.2,1.6, 1.8) 

2. Compare and analyze societal patterns for preserving and transmitting culture while adapting to environmental or social change (NCSS – Culture 1d, PA Academic Std. 1.2,1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.8) 

3. Explain and apply ideas, theories and modes of inquiry drawn from philosophy, anthropology, sociology and political science in the examination of persistent issues and social problems  (NCSS – Culture 1h; Power, Authority and Governance 6h, 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.6, 1.8 ) 

4. Prepare a public policy paper and present and defend it before an appropriate forum in school or community (NCSS – Power, Authority and Governance 6j, PA Academic Std 1.2, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8) 

5. Analyze and evaluate conditions, actions and motivations that contribute to conflict and cooperation within and among nations (NCSS – Power, Authority and Governance 6f; Global Connections 9b, PA Academic Std. 1.2, 1.6, 1.8) 

6. Propose, compare and evaluate alternative policies for the use of land and/or other resources in communities, regions, nations and the world (NCSS – People, Places and Environment 3k, PA Academic Std. 1.2, 1.4, 1.5, 1.8) 

7. Write a scholarly research paper, with full bibliography (NCSS Acquiring Information IB2; PA Academic Std 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.8)

RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR READING, WRITING, SPEAKING AND LISTENING

1.1
Learning to Read Independently

1.2
Reading Critically in All Content Areas

1.4
Types of Writing

1.5
Quality of Writing

1.6
Speaking and Listening

1.7
Characteristics and Function of the English Language

1.8
Research

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS:

Students will demonstrate achievement of the standards by:

1. Critical thinking and problem solving in all classes through group meetings, debates and discussions (Course Standards 1,2,3,5,6)

2. Demonstrating an understanding of philosophical thinking and the development of sound and logical arguments in written and oral communication.  (Course Standards1,2,3,4,5, 6, 7) 

3. Analysis and evaluation of current issues in aesthetics and political science through ethnographies, foreign and domestic policy papers, and oral presentations (Course Standards 4,5,6)

4. Preparing and delivering an individual report/group presentation on area of self selected interest (Course Standard 7)

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:

The purpose of this course is to develop the student’s critical thinking and problem solving skills through the investigation of the philosophical issues/theories and applied problems of aesthetics and political philosophy.  After defining and exploring the study of Philosophy and thinking philosophically, students examine the Socratic Method, logic, argument and examine fallacies.  The methods we will use to explore these issues include but are not limited to reading, discussion, debate, journal reflection, simulations/role plays, and longer written responses.  Throughout the course, students will design an independent study project relating to an area of self-selected interest.  The final evaluation for the course will include a project presentation, product, and research paper. Two independent book projects/journals will be required during the course. 

TITLES OF UNITS:

1. Foundation: Philosophy and philosophical thinking 


3 weeks

2. Logic, fallacies, and arguments





3 weeks

3. Political Philosophy 






6 weeks 

4. Aesthetics: beauty and artistic expression



5 weeks

5. Independent Study






Throughout semester

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:

1. Differentiated instruction via Process, Product, Content and Environment

2. Problem solving

3. Current event analysis

4. Reading strategies and protocols

5. Jigsaw

6. Peer editing/evaluation

7. Discussion/debates

8. Socratic circles

9. Guest speakers

10. Email contact with experts

11. Email journals/responses

12. Essential question development

13. Field trips

14. Oral presentations

15. Prompt writing

16. Journals (interactive)

17. Research

18. Product development

19. Leading a discussion

20. Independent reading and analysis via differentiated project/journal

21. Technology assisted learning and video/audio resources

MATERIALS: Readings from:

1. About Philosophy, Robert Paul Wolff (2000), Prentice Hall. 
2. Wonder and Critical Reflection: An Invitation to Philosophy (2001), Prentice Hall.

3. The Basics of Philosophy, Nigel Warburton (2000), Prentice Hall. 
4. Touchstones: Texts for Discussion (1995), CZM Press.

5. Introducing Philosophy, Dave Robinson (1998), Icon Books.
6. Philosophy for Dummies, Tom Morris (1999), IDG Books Worldwide, Inc.  

7. The Idiot’s Complete Guide to Philosophy, Jay Stevenson (1998), Alpha Press. 

8. Philosophy made Simple, Richard Popkin and Avrum Stroll, (1993) Doubleday.
9. Newspapers (various)

10. Magazines (various)
11.  College Philosophy Websites and electronic media
METHODS OF ASSISTANCE AND ENRICHMENT:

1. Differentiation of Instruction  via Process, Product, Content and Environment

2. Guest speakers

3. Journal responses

4. Independent study opportunities

5. Technical enrichment

6. Collaboration with students, teachers, mentors, community, neighboring schools

PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT:

1. Journal responses

2. Digital pictures/report of /video of oral presentations/debates 

3. Performance assessments and rubrics

4. Independent study project

5. Independent reading projects

METHODS OF EVALUATION:

1. Journal responses

2. Presentation rubrics

3. Traditional tests/quizzes

4. Project rubrics

5. Discussions

INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES:

1. Understanding Concepts

Logic/fallacies/argument

Aesthetics

Political Science 

2. Communications

Oral presentations

Listening skills

Group participation

3. Thinking and Problem Solving

Analysis of Sources

Synthesizing research

Inferring meanings from written text and speeches

Appling theoretical philosophical readings to solve present issues/dilemmas

4. Application of Knowledge

Analysis of current events 

Analysis of logical argument 

Linking theoretical philosophical readings and theories to solve present issues/dilemmas

5. Interpersonal Skills

Working with team to complete assignments

Group discussions/turn taking/feedback

Listening skills

Interviewing skills
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