GIFTED SEMINAR 7
(previously Social Studies Gifted Connections 7)
LENGTH OF TIME: 

one period daily, school year

GRADE LEVEL: 

7 
COURSE STANDARDS:

Students will:

1. Learn to read independently.  (PA Academic Std. 1.1)

2. Read critically in all content areas.  (PA Academic Std. 1.2)

3. Read, analyze and interpret fiction and nonfiction.  (PA Academic Stds. 1.2, 1.3)

4. Learn different types of writing.  (PA Academic Std. 1.4)

5. Speak and listen effectively  (PA Academic Std. 1.6)

6. Demonstrate an understanding of the five themes of geography with emphasis on:  human and environmental interaction, movement, and world regions.  (NCSS I, III, IV, VII, IX; PA Std 7.1-4)
7. Analyze impacts of concepts of the feudal periods on different cultures.  (NCSS III, V, VI; PA Std 5.1-4)
8. Compare, contrast, and evaluate components of the various Middle Ages cultures.  (NCSS I, III, V, VI, IX; PA Std 5.1-3, 7.3-4, 8.4)
9. Trace the spread of ideas and cultures related to the development of the trade system and European trade with the East.  (NCSS V, VIII, IX; PA Std 6.1-5)
10. Analyze and evaluate the role of religion during the Middle Ages.  (NCSS I, V, VI; PA Stds. 8.1, 8.4)
11. Examine the ideas and cultures influenced by the growth of eastern and western empires during the Middle Ages.  (NCSS I, II, VI, IX, X; PA Std 5.3-4, 7.1, 7.3-4, 8.1, 8.4)
12. Connect cultural developments of the Renaissance to present day life.  (NCSS I-IX; PA Std 5.1-4, 6.3-5, 7.3, 8.1, 8.4)
13. Research selected topics.  (PA Academic Stds. 1.1, 1.3, 1.8; other standards will vary)
NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS

I. 
Culture and Cultural Diversity

II. 
Time, Continuity, and Change

III. 
People, Places, and Environments

IV. 
Individual Development and Identity

V. 
Individuals, Groups, and Institutions

VI. 
Power, Authority, and Governance

VII. 
Production, Distribution, and Consumption

VIII. 
Science, Technology, and Society

IX. 
Global Connections

X. 
Civic Ideals and Practices

RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR READING, WRITING, SPEAKING AND LISTENING

1.1
Learning to Read Independently

1.2
Reading Critically in All Content Areas

1.3
Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature

1.4
Types of Writing

1.6
Speaking and Listening

1.8
Research

RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR CIVICS AND GOVERNMENT

5.1
Principles and Documents of Government

5.2
Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship

5.3
How Government Works

RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR ECONOMICS

6.1
Economic Systems

6.2
Markets and the Functions of Governments

6.3
Scarcity and Choice

6.4
Economic Interdependence

6.5
Work and Earnings

RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR GEOGRAPHY

7.1
Basic Geographic Literacy

7.2
The Physical Characteristics of Places and Regions

7.3
The Human Characteristics of Places and Regions

7.4
The Interactions Between People and Places

RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR HISTORY

8.1
Historical Analysis and Skills Development

8.4
World History

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS:

Students will demonstrate achievement of the standards by:

1. Creating and presenting projects that demonstrate a working knowledge of the interplay of geography and developing cultures and civilizations.  (Course Standard 6)
2. Researching available sources to create written and oral presentations on feudal life.  (Course Standards 2,13)

3. Showing cause and effect as it pertains to the changing feudal economies of the Middle Ages.  (Course Standard 3)

4. Presenting examples of religious works found in architecture, art, literature, or symbols.  (Course Standard 5)

5. Comparing and contrasting the Eastern and Western Empires.  (Course Standards 3,6)

6. Completing and presenting research based knowledge on Middle Ages and Renaissance projects.  (Course Standards 4,5,8)

7. Using a variety of genres, such as role-playing, skit writing, poetry writing, to describe life during the Middle Ages and the Renaissance.  Topics may include social influences, crusade participation, caravan trade, and exploration.  (Course Standards 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8)

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:

The purpose of Gifted Seminar 7 is to continue developing students’ critical thinking and problem solving skills through the investigation of cultures and civilizations from 500 C.E through 1500 C.E.    Students are required to think, read, question, and discuss ideas responsibly.  The curriculum employs individual investigation, in-depth study, collaborative problem-solving, discussion seminars and creativity to explore the interrelated geographical, historical, and cultural points. Current events will be integrated throughout the year as students discover connections between and influences of civilizations on the modern world.
Guiding our exploration of each unit will be this series of essential questions:

· What cultural influences determine how people learn, perceive and grow?

· How do medieval age societies influence our modern world?

· How do societies and individuals influence and adapt to scientific knowledge and technological change?

· What makes a competent and responsible citizen and leader?

· What influences the roles of citizens and leaders?

TITLES OF UNITS:

1. Five Themes of Geography (emphasis on Interaction,

Movement, and Regions) 



2 weeks/ongoing

2. Links to the Ancient World



1 weeks

3. Roots and Growth of Islam



4 weeks

4. Sub-Saharan Africa




3 weeks

5. China, the Middle Period




4 weeks

6. Japan






5 weeks

7. The Middle Ages in Europe



5 weeks

8. The Renaissance





5 weeks

9. The Early American Civilization



5 weeks

10. Current Events





2 weeks/ongoing

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:

1. Technology integration (webquests, internet-based activities)

2. Socratic Seminar

3. Writing
4. Individual, small, large group activities
5. Guided independent study or exploration

6. Independent reading

7. Interdisciplinary study
8. Research
9. Brainstorming

10. Cooperative learning

11. Differentiated activities

12. Jig Saws

13. Menu of choice

14. Lecture

15. Note taking and notebook management

16. Field trips

MATERIALS:

1. McGraw Hill/Glencoe, 2005, A Journey Across Time, The Early Ages, Course II
2. Prentice Hall, 2005, Medieval Times Today
3. Houghton Mifflin, 1991, Across the Centuries
4. A variety of resource texts, newspapers, and magazines (accessed in PALMS Library and/or through ACCESS PA)

5. Multimedia resources (internet sites, dvd’s, videostreaming, wikis, blogs, message boards)

6. Speakers

7. Field Trips

8. Rand McNally classroom atlas

9. Teacher created materials

METHODS OF ASSISTANCE AND ENRICHMENT:

1. Cooperative learning groups

2. Study buddy

3. Peer editing

4. Opportunities for retesting/reworking projects/presentations

5. Guest speakers

6. Field trips

7. Interdisciplinary Units

8. Teacher lists/suggestions for extended research
PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT:

Throughout the year students will place various pieces of work into their seminar portfolios.  

METHODS OF EVALUATION:

1. Class participation, class work, homework, quizzes, and tests

2. Complete assignments/tasks promptly

3. Rubrics for oral presentations, visual presentations, projects, written assignments, group work, and problem solving

METHODS OF ASSISTANCE AND ENRICHMENT:

1. Cooperative learning groups

2. Study buddy

3. Opportunities for reworking projects/presentations

4. Guest Speakers

5. Field trips

6. Interdisciplinary units

7. Student choice of independent research topic(topic within a unit of study)

PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT:

Throughout the year students will place pieces of work into their seminar working portfolios.  These will be used to demonstrate student growth in content knowledge and writing skills.

INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES:

1.
Concepts



-demonstrate map, chart and graph use



-discuss articulately feudal systems throughout the world



-participate in projects of choice
2.
Communication



-listening skills



-reading skills



-writing skills



-discussion skills



-presentation skills

3.   
Thinking/Problem Solving



-compare/contrast



-synthesize



-analyze



-evaluate



-predict

4.
Application of Knowledge



-use map skills and global knowledge



-demonstrate connections

5.
Interpersonal Skills



-demonstrate communication skills (listening, speaking, and writing)



-work cooperatively (in small and large groups)



-develop leadership skills



-demonstrate ability to respond (orally and in writing)
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