GIFTED INDEPENDENT STUDY
LENGTH OF TIME: 

one semester

(Note – the Gifted Independent Study may be scheduled at the same time as another Gifted class which meets every other day for one semester or may be completed outside of the regularly scheduled gifted classes with the gifted support teacher )
GRADE LEVEL: 

12
COURSE STANDARDS:

Students will:

1. Design and pursue the independent study in an area of interest with the assistance of an expert mentor to promote the development of higher order thinking skills. (NCSS Acquiring Information IB2; PA Academic Std 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.8)

2. Present the synthesized product of the research and investigation to an audience with expertise in the subject matter. (NCSS Acquiring Information IB2, PA Academic Std. 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.8)

3. Form opinion based on critical examination of relevant data (NCSS Organizing and Using Information 2A4, PA Academic Std. 1.1, 1.2, 1.8)

4. Select an appropriate strategy to solve a problem (NCSS Organizing and Using Information 2C, PA )

Note: Students must submit a proposal, which includes objectives and identify the associated National and State content standards imbedded in the independent study project. 

RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR READING, WRITING, SPEAKING AND LISTENING

1.1
Learning to Read Independently

1.2
Reading Critically in All Content Areas

1.4
Types of Writing

1.5
Quality of Writing

1.6
Speaking and Listening

1.8
Research

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS:

Students will demonstrate achievement of the standards by:

1. Participating in discussions and problem-solving sessions ( Course Standards 1, 3,4) Note: This is appropriate if the student is scheduled to complete the Independent Study during Gifted class and if not, in problem-solving discussions with the Gifted Support teacher)

2. Journaling and evaluating responses to readings, research and mentor contacts (Course Standards  1,3,4)

3. Writing reflective essays that attend to personal observation or experience (Course Standards1, 3,4)

4. Designing and completing a independent research project, using library/media, technology and scholarly resources for research (Course Standards  1,2,3)

5. Designing and presenting learning in a portfolio for portfolio review by a committee.  (Course standards 2, 3, 4)

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:

Students identified as intellectually gifted and who have successfully completed Gifted Seminar and the Senior Graduation Project will design an independent study in which they pursue the investigation of self-selected focus. Students design an independent study that emphasizes the development of higher level thinking skills of analysis, synthesis and evaluation. Students must submit a proposal, which includes objectives and identify the associated National and State content standards imbedded in the independent study and product. 

TITLES OF UNITS:

The titles of units will vary dependent upon the focus of the independent study and must be delineated in the proposal with a timeline.

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:

1. KWL chart for pre-assessment of knowledge, skills and resources

2. Independent research using both conventional and electronic technology

3. Independent reading and writing emphasizing analysis and synthesis of materials

4. Advisor and mentor questioning and coaching to assist the student in in-depth research and analysis of the focus of the study

5. Student log of progress and process used 

6. Interviews with mentors.

7. Interaction via E-mail and/or site visits with experts in the field

8. Bi-monthly meetings, as the minimum contact with the Gifted Support teacher. 

9. Assistance in establishing essential questions for students to consider during their study

MATERIALS:

Materials and resources will vary according to the proposed topic(s) of study.  Students will identify and evaluate the effectiveness of materials including both human and scholarly resources used to accomplish the independent study and resulting product.  The gifted support teacher/ advisor and mentors will assist in suggesting supplemental resources.

METHODS OF ASSISTANCE AND ENRICHMENT:

1. Guidance and approval of the independent study focus, process, and product by the gifted support teacher/advisor.

2. Use of appropriate level reading materials selected by the student and endorsed by the gifted support teacher/advisor and mentors  

3. Gifted support advisor/teacher bi-monthly monitoring of progress toward the achievement of the goals of the independent study 

4. Content mentor support.

PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT:

1. Video of oral presentation of project, product and learning/findings.  

2. Written /electronic portfolio of process log and product.

METHODS OF EVALUATION:

1. Monthly review of reactions to readings and interviews 

2. Independent Study student log reflecting on the content and process of the independent study focus. 

3. Rubrics for both content standards and skills

4. Mentor, gifted support teacher, peer and self-evaluation of the product and/or portfolio. 

5. Presentation of product/portfolio in a colloquium

INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES:

1. Concepts

· framing an independent study proposal

· identifying and evaluating resources 
2. Communication

· exhibit listening skills

· exhibit reading skills

· exhibit writing skills

· respond orally (explain/ elaborate/ defend)

3. Thinking/Problem Solving

· compare/contrast

· analyze

· evaluate

· make predictions

· synthesize information

4. Application of Knowledge

· producing a product which demonstrates research and higher order thinking skills

5. Interpersonal Skills

· demonstrate skills of communication (oral and written)

· work cooperatively with peers, mentors and members of the community

· develop leadership skills/qualities

· demonstrate the ability to listen

· interviewing skills
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