EXPLORATORY SPANISH
LENGTH OF TIME: 

90 minutes every other day for one marking period
GRADE LEVEL: 

6th & 7th 
COURSE STANDARDS:

Students will:

1. Communicate and comprehend effectively in the four language skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) and:

a.  Utilize the system of sound-letter correspondences.

b.  Demonstrate the ability to use/comprehend appropriate vocabulary.

    c.  Exhibit the ability to formulate/comprehend phrases, questions, and commands

    d.  Use modeled phrases and answers correctly.

    e.  Differentiate intonation patterns.

(FL Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.1, 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 5.1) 

(PA Academic Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7.) 

2. Learn about diversity and gain an appreciation and respect for other individuals and cultures.  (WL Standards 2.1, 2.2, 3.2, 4.2, 5.1, 5.2)   (PA Academic Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.6)

3. Make comparisons between their own language and culture and Hispanic language and culture. (WL Standards 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2, 5.1, 5.2) (PA Academic Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8.)
4. Develop the study skills necessary for effective language learning.  (WL Standards 3.1, 4.1, 5.1, 5.2) (PA Academic Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8.)

5. Recognize and view the importance of language learning as a life skill.  (WL Standards 5.1, 5.2) (PA Academic Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8.)

6. Recognize the importance of technology as a resource tool, reinforcement/enrichment tool, and for production of oral or written work.  (WL Standards 3.1, 5.1, 5.2) (PA Academic Standards 1.1, 1.2, 1.4, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 1.8.)

RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR READING, WRITING, SPEAKING AND LISTENING

1.1
Learning to Read Independently

1.2
Reading Critically in All Content Areas

1.4
Types of Writing

1.5
Quality of Writing

1.6
Speaking and Listening

1.7
Characteristics and Function of the English Language

1.8
Research

RELATED WORLD LANGUAGE STANDARDS: ACTFL

Communication

1.1 Students engage in conversation to provide and obtain information

1.2 Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on variety of topics

1.3 Students present information to listeners or readers on a variety of topics

Cultures

2.1 Student understands practices and perspectives of the culture

2.2 Student understands relationship between products and perspectives of the culture

Connections

3.1 Students reinforce knowledge of other disciplines through foreign language

3.2 Students recognize distinctive viewpoints available through foreign language and culture

Comparisons

4.1 Students demonstrate understanding through comparisons of the language studied and their own

4.2 Students demonstrate understanding through comparisons of the culture studies and their own

Communities

5.1
Students use the language both within and beyond the school setting

5.2
Students show evidence of life-long learner and use for personal 

enjoyment and enrichment

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS:  (Integrated)
At the conclusion of  6th grade Spanish, students will demonstrate achievement showing the progression from Novice-Low towards Novice-Mid as defined in the ACTFL guidelines.  Students will be able to:

1. Understand, interpret, and identify in the target language, concrete categories of words.  (Course Standards 1,2,3,4,5,6)   

· Question words





· Physical characteristics (adjectives)





· Activities/action words





· Emotions




· Daily routine

· Personal care items

· Articles (definite and indefinite)

· Scheduled times

· Extended family

· Careers 

· School life



2. Engage in conversations, provide and obtain information on basic autobiographical information in the target language. (Course Standards 1,2,3,4,5,6)    

· Name

· Describe yourself (physically and emotionally)

· Name likes and dislikes

· Identify and describe extended family

· Describe daily routine at home and school






3. Present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners on a variety of topics in Spanish.  (Course Standards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6)  

4. Reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through Spanish.  (Course Standards 1,2,3,4,5,6)  

5. Demonstrate an understanding of the nature of language and its culture through comparison between Spanish and English.  (Course Standards 1,2,3,4,5,6)  
6. Participate in cultural activities specific to Hispanic countries. (Course Standards 2, 3, 5, 6) 

7. Recognize the importance of world language skills by listing careers where world language proficiency is beneficial. (Course Standards 5)   

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:

Student will employ the four language skills (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) to effectively use the language to communicate and describe themselves and their “world.”  The student will also develop a cultural awareness and the study skills needed to promote optimal learning.  Emphasis will be placed on fostering connections and comparisons, enabling students to better gain an appreciation and respect for diversity.  A variety of activities and materials will foster growth in the areas of pronunciation and vocabulary.  Students will be evaluated via quizzes, projects, and performance assessments in the four language skills.

TITLES OF UNITS:

1. Question words








1 day

2. Dictionary skills








1 day

3. “All about Me”








6 days

A. Communication – to talk about:

a. What I am like 

b. What I like/dislike to do

B. Culture

a. Comparison of typical spare-time activities in 
Hispanic countries

C. Vocabulary

a. Physical Characteristics/adjectives

b. Activities/actions

c. Emotions

D. Structures

a. Adjective agreement 

b. Adjective placement

E. Ser vs estar (estoy/soy)
4. “Home Life”








5 days


A.  Communication – to talk about:

a. Daily routine 

b. Personal care items

c. Daily routines with regards to emotions  

d. Daily time schedule 

B. Culture 

a. Comparison of typical home life in 
Hispanic countries

b. Concept of “time”

1. “Mañana”

2. AM/PM

3. 24 hour time clock

C. Vocabulary

a. Daily routine verbs

b. Personal care items

c. Telling times

1. AM/PM

2. 24 hour clock

3. At (time)

D. Structures

a. Noun gender

b. Forming plural of nouns

c. Articles

1. Definite articles

2. Indefinite articles
5. “Family Life”








5 days

A. Communication – to talk about

a. Immediate and extended family 

1. Identify and describe family members

2. Identify careers of family members

B. Culture

a. Comparison of family life in Hispanic countries

b. Importance of Spanish in communities

c. Famous Hispanics

C. Vocabulary

a. Family and extended family

b. Careers

6. “School Life”








5 days


A. Communication – to talk about:

a. School day

1. Time schedule

2. Describe classes and teachers

b. Things/places that are part of the school environment

B. Culture

a. Comparison of school life in Hispanic countries

C. Vocabulary

a. “Around the School”




SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:

1. Differentiated Instruction via Process, Content, Product, Environment

2. Cooperative learning groups

3. Listening/reading activities

4. Discussion/summary

5. Small group activities

6. Process writing

7. Oral presentations

8. Research

9. Models

10. Audio visual presentations

11. Simulations/role plays

12. Technology assisted learning

13. Posters/charts, etc.

14. Problem solving

15. Games

16. Worksheets (Venn diagrams, crossword puzzles, word searches, spokes, etc.)

MATERIALS:

1. Computers

2. Computer software

3. Miscellaneous realia

4. Magazines

5. Supplemental materials – resource workbooks, maps, etc.

6. Teacher made materials – flashcards

7. Projection/presentation equipment (computer, TV, smart board, CPS – class participation system, videoconferencing equipment)

8. Dictionaries

9. Videos/streaming videos

10. Digital cameras

11. Scanner

12. Web 2.0 tools (access to Internet)

METHODS OF ASSISTANCE AND ENRICHMENT:

1. Differentiated Instruction via Process, Content, Product, Environment

2. Peer tutoring

3. Academic tutorial

4. Resource period

5. Guest speakers

6. Interdisciplinary units

7. Teaching of study skills: reading strategies, study, note taking, organizational

8. Independent reading

9. Technology

METHODS OF EVALUATION:

1. Quizzes

2. Oral proficiency activities (monologues/ dialogues / role plays/ simulations) 

3. Projects/performance assessments/presentation

4. Classwork and participation

5. Notebook 

6. Homework  

INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES:

1.
Concepts

 -vocabulary

-pronunciation and intonation

-culture of the target language (geography) 

-word order and sentence structure

-study skills (language learning strategies)

-adjectives

2.
Communication (spoken or written form)

-correct pronunciation and intonation

-use of thematic vocabulary

-dialogues or monologues

-questions and answers (who, what, when, where, why)

3.
Thinking/Problem Solving

-formation of questions and use of appropriate responses (who, what, when, where, why)

-use of appropriate sentence structure according to the situation (questions/ statements/negatives)

4.
Application of Knowledge

-use of information to create dialogues, monologues

-use of information to understand realia

-subject/verb agreement

-completion of assigned oral proficiency activities/assessments

5.
Interpersonal Skills

-sensitivity to cultural differences

-cooperative learning groups (paired/group activities)
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