ENGLISH
LENGTH OF TIME:

1 year, 90 minutes per day

GRADE LEVEL: 

9

COURSE STANDARDS:

Students will:

1. Working cooperatively and independently, read, discuss, and analyze a variety of literary genres (PA Academic Stds:  1.1; 1.2; 1.3).

2. Respond orally and in writing to information and ideas gained by researching and analyzing narrative and informational texts and use information and ideas to solve problems (PA Academic Stds:  1.4; 1.5; 1.6; 1.8).  
3. Use correct grammar and appropriate vocabulary when writing or speaking for a variety of purposes (PA Academic Stds:  1.5; 1.7).  

4. Develop and present speeches, reports, and projects using learned public speaking skills (PA Academic Stds:  1.6; 1.8).  

5. Recall literary terms and apply them to analysis of works read (PA Academic Stds:  1.2; 1.3).  

6. Develop strategies for:








- learning vocabulary in context






- recognizing word etymologies






- recognizing writing style and its impact on meaning

- study skills  
       (PA Academic Stds:  1.1; 1.3; 1.7)
7.  Expand personal reading volume and type (PA Academic Stds:  1.1; 1.2; 1.3).  

RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR READING, WRITING, SPEAKING AND LISTENING

1.1
Learning to Read Independently

1.2
Reading Critically in All Content Areas

1.3
Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature

1.4
Types of Writing

1.5
Quality of Writing

1.6
Speaking and Listening

1.7
Characteristics and Function of the English Language

1.8
Research

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS:


Students will demonstrate achievement of the standards by:

1. Writing informative, persuasive, and narrative compositions related to issues in literature and nonfiction.  (Course Standard 2, 3)

2. Participating in structured and unstructured discussions on fiction and non-fiction reading.  (Course Standard 1,2,4,5,6,7)

3. During the writing process, using knowledge of grammar, usage, and vocabulary to analyze and revise writing.  (Course Standard 2,3,5)

4. Preparing persuasive and informative speeches on a variety of topics and deliver the speeches according to methods learned.  (Course Standard 2,3,4)

5. Locating samples of literary terms in given works and explain how each sample illustrates each definition.  (Course Standard 5)

6. Maintaining a Reader's Journal which includes summaries, reactions, and assigned readings.  (Course Standard 1,5,6,7)

7. Researching and analyzing nonfiction materials and synthesize materials into formal research papers and oral presentations.  (Course Standard 2,3,4,7)

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:

The objective of this course is to provide students with the tools for understanding the short story, the novel, drama, and poetry.  Compositions will require that students demonstrate mastery of specific writing techniques.  At levels 1 and 2, a unit on the epic will be included.  At all levels, a research project is included.  Vocabulary development is stressed.  Paragraph structure, usage and punctuation will be reviewed in the context of writing.  Development of independent reading strategies will be emphasized.  Analytical and critical thinking skills will be stressed.  Students can expect homework to vary, based on the unit of study.

TITLES OF UNITS:





TIME/UNIT
1. The Novel (levels 1, 2)




12 weeks

2. The Epic (levels 1, 2)




2 weeks

3. Drama  (levels 1, 2)




4 weeks

4. The Short Story  (levels 1, 2)



3 weeks

5. Research  (levels 1, 2)




3 weeks

6. Speech  (levels 1, 2)




2 weeks

7. Poetry  (levels 1, 2)




3 weeks

8. Vocabulary (in isolation and within unit context)
ongoing

9. Nonfiction  (levels 1, 2)




2 weeks

10. SAT Preparation (levels 2)



2 weeks

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:


Problem Solving


Small group activity


Lecture



Large group activity


Discussion



Process writing


Individual silent reading

Oral presentations



Group reading



Learning logs/journals


Paired reading



Guided and independent research


Holistic writing


Peer evaluation


Timed writing



Technology assisted learning


Cooperative groups


Computer SAT instruction

MATERIALS:

1. To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee, Econoclad, 1962

2. Vocabulary for the College Bound Student, (level 1), AMSCO, 1994

3.
Adventures in Reading, Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1982

4.
Building an Enriched Vocabulary, lessons 1-10, Oxford Book Co., 1983

5. Supplemental materials:


A Farewell to Arms by E. Hemingway, MacMillan, 1986


Separate Peace by John Knowles, MacMillan, 1960

Fahrenheit 451 by R. Bradbury, Ballantine Books, 1953

Warriner's English Grammar and Composition 9, Harcourt, Brace & World, 1965


Lord of the Flies by Wm. Golding,  Econoclad, 1954


Huckleberry Finn by M. Twain,  Econoclad, 1986


Flowers for Algernon by Daniel Keyes

Vocabulary for the High School Student, (level 2), AMSCO, 1994


Daybooks for Critical Reading and Writing, Houghton Mifflin, 1999


Improving SAT scores software

6. Vocabulary for the High School Bound Student, (level 2), AMSCO, 1994

METHODS OF ASSISTANCE AND ENRICHMENT:

Opportunities are provided for retesting and rewriting compositions as appropriate.

Students are provided with access to volunteer tutors, academic tutorial, second chance learning, conferencing, peer evaluating, notetaking and reading strategies as appropriate.

Additional reading, writing, and speaking are incorporated into units at all levels for students who would benefit from enrichment activities.  Individual projects reflect the strengths and learning styles of the students.  Students read, record and analyze additional classic literature.

PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT:

The ninth grade writing assessment, a persuasive paper, must be included in the portfolio at levels indicated in the attached rubric.

Other portfolio entries may include:  

1. A novel project

2. Writing

3. Poetry project

4. Speech evaluation

5. Research paper

6. Videotaped presentation

METHODS OF EVALUATION:

1. Speech rubric

2. Research paper and process rubric

3. Writing rubrics

4. Project and presentation rubrics

5. Tests

6. Quizzes

INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES:

1.   Understanding Concepts


- Youth and conflict    


- Censorship


- Literary terms and genre


- Vocabulary definitions


- Grammar and mechanics' skills in context

  
-  Public speaking and discussion

2.   Communication


- Reading and discussing a variety of materials


- Writing for a variety of purposes


- Oral reports and projects-produced, performed, or exhibited work


- Responding orally and in writing


- Listening and understanding complex oral messages


- Using the writing process

3.   Thinking/Problem Solving


- Analyzing literature in speaking and in writing


- Synthesizing pieces of research


- Making critical judgments regarding literature and others' performance


- Responding critically and in writing


- Inferring meanings from written text


- Drawing conclusions from reading materials

4.   Application of Knowledge


- Computer-aided research


- Applied communication units


5.   Interpersonal Skills


- Enrichment - reading, recording, and analyzing additional classic literature


- Remediation - conferencing, peer evaluating

English 9

8/30/05


