AMERICAN HISTORY & GOVERNMENT








LENGTH OF TIME: 		one semester, 90 minutes daily





GRADE LEVEL: 		11





COURSE STANDARDS:


Students will:


Identify and describe significant historical periods and patterns of change within and across cultures, such as the development of ancient cultures and civilizations, the rise of nation-states, and social, economic, and political revolutions. (NCSS IIc; PA Std 8.1.12.A and C)


Investigate, interpret, and analyze multiple historical and contemporary viewpoints within and across cultures related to important events, recurring dilemmas, and persistent issues, while employing empathy, skepticism, and critical judgment. (NCSS IIe; PA Std 8.1.12.B)


Apply ideas, theories, and modes of historical inquiry to analyze historical and contemporary developments, and to inform and evaluate actions concerning public policy issues. (NCSS IIf; PA Std 8.1.12.C)


Compare different political systems (their ideologies, structure, institutions, processes, and political cultures) with that of the United States, and identify representative political leaders from selected historical and contemporary settings. (NCSS VIe; PA Std 5.3.12.K) 


Apply an understanding of culture as an integrated whole that explains the functions and interactions of language, literature, the arts, traditions, beliefs and values, and behavior patterns. (NCSS Ic; PA Std 7.3.12.B)


Demonstrate effective research and information management skills, including locating primary and secondary sources of information using traditional and emerging research technologies. (NCSS IV1; PA Std 8.1.12.D, PA Std 8.3.12.B)


Show proficiency of comprehension and original thought regarding information read or presented in a variety of formats. (NCSS IIA1; PA Std 8.1.12.C)


Select an appropriate strategy to solve a problem. (NCSS IIC; PA Std 8.1.12.C)


Analyze the factors influencing wages.  (PA Std 6.5.12.A)


Evaluate how a nation might benefit by lowering or removing trade barriers.  (NCSS VII b,c,d; PA Std 6.4.12C)





NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS


	Culture and Cultural Diversity


	Time, Continuity, and Change


	People, Places, and Environments


	Individual Development and Identity


	Individuals, Groups, and Institutions


	Power, Authority, and Governance


	Production, Distribution, and Consumption


	Science, Technology, and Society


	Global Connections


	Civic Ideals and Practices





RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR CIVICS AND GOVERNMENT


5.3	How Government Works


	K.  Systems of Government





RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR ECONOMICS


6.4	Economic Interdependence


	C.  Implementation or Reduction of Trade Barriers


6.5	Work and Earnings


	A.  Factors Influencing Wages





RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR GEOGRAPHY


7.3	The Human Characteristics of Places and Regions


	B.  Culture





RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR HISTORY


8.1	Historical Analysis and Skills Development


	A.  Chronological Thinking


	B.  Historical Comprehension


	C.  Historical Interpretation


	D.  Historical Research


8.3	United States History


	B.  Documents, Artifacts and Historical Places





PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS:


Students will demonstrate achievement of the standards by:


Completing a written research project that addresses a specific issue or event in late 19th or 20th Century United States.  Students will develop a theory or perspective regarding the issue or event, defend it in the paper and properly document evidence used to support the theory or perspective.  (Course Standard 1,2,3,6)


Writing essays, using source material as evidence, on topics such as unionization as a response to industrialization, economic cause of the Great Depression, impact of New Deal policies, social changes resulting from World War II, comparisons of United States presidents in their roles as a progressive, wartime leader or general effectiveness.  (Course Standard 1,2,3,7)


Constructing a time-line to show major events or developments during a specific time frame in United States history:  Roaring 20s, Great Depression, Vietnam War, Civil Rights era, Watergate scandal.  (Course Standard 1)


Presenting in oral and written form the cultural achievements of individuals and/or groups during a specific era in United States history:  music of World War II or Vietnam eras; visual/performing art contributions during the Civil Rights protests, Jazz Age developments; architectural changes of a specific era.  (Course Standard 5)


Discussing, debating, analyzing, summarizing and evaluating in speech and/or writing, using oral presentations, essays, word-splash/placemats, focus and cluster mind-webs, charts - the ideals and ideas embodied by the United States Constitution, United States Capitalism, United States political structure and the balance of power involved among systems and the integral parts of each system.  (Course Standard 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8)





DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:


The objective of American History and Government is to have the student understand the basic events, ideas, attitudes, and institutions which have led to the rise of the modern American nation.





Students will focus on the period of Reconstruction to the present.  Students will study social and economic history, foreign policy, and the development of American society.  In addition, the study of government as the foundation, and as an integral part of the American experience, will be included.





TITLES OF UNITS:


United States Constitution					1-2 weeks


Reconstruction (Post-Civil War)					1/2-1 week


Industrialism and Populism 					1-1 1/2 weeks


Progressive Era							1 week


Growth of U.S. Foreign Policy (includes WWI)			1-2 weeks


Jazz Age and the Roaring Twenties				1 week


Great Depression/New Deal					1 1/2 weeks


World War II:  World in Crisis					1 week


Post World War II						1-2 weeks


Foreign Policy (Cold War)


United States Prosperity


Civil Rights Struggle						1-2 weeks


Vietnam War - Impact						1 week


Nixon Years							1 week


Challenge Facing Post-Nixon Presidents				1-2 weeks


U.S. Faces a New Century					1 week


Current Events							Throughout semester





SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:


Cooperative learning groups


Problem-solving exercises


Structured study guides


Lecture and discussion


Independent reading and writing


Oral presentations


Research assignments:  conventional and technology-assisted


Role plays - individual and team


Use of audio-visual learning tools


Debates


Guest speakers


Interdisciplinary activities with other classes/teachers





MATERIALS:


America – Pathways to the Present, Modern American History, Andrew Cayton, et. al., Pearson Prentice Hall Publishing, 2005 – level 1


Call to Freedom – 1865 to the Present, Sterling Stuckey, et. al.; Holt, Rinehart, Winston, 2003 – level 2


Supplemental readings


Current media


Supplemental on-line sources





METHODS OF ASSISTANCE AND ENRICHMENT:


Use of appropriate level reading materials


Pairing/teaming students


Adjusting level of expectations and delivery appropriately


Pair/team testing, retesting


Alternate methods of assessment


Variety of assignments and activities





PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT:


Research papers (variety of topics)


Research projects (variety of topics)





METHODS OF EVALUATION:


Tests/quizzes


Written reports


Oral presentations


Projects (individual and team)


Classwork


Homework


Rubrics and standards for projects, homework, problem-solving and group work





INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES:


Concepts


      -demonstrate map, chart and graph use


      -compare cultural ideals





Communication


      -exhibit listening skills 


      -exhibit reading skills


      -exhibit writing skills


      -respond orally (discuss/debate)





Thinking/Problem Solving


      -compare/contrast


      -analyze


      -evaluate


      -make predictions





Application of Knowledge


      -use map skills and global knowledge


      -demonstrate connections





Interpersonal Skills


-demonstrate skills of communication, oral and written


-work cooperatively (in small or large groups)


-develop leadership skills/qualities


-demonstrate ability to listen
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