ACADEMY SOCIAL STUDIES 11

LENGTH OF TIME: 

90 minutes, every other day, year
GRADE LEVEL: 

11

COURSE STANDARDS:

Students will:

1. Apply an understanding of culture as an integrated whole that explains the functions and interactions of language, literature, the arts, traditions, beliefs and values, and behavior patterns.  (NCSS – Culture 1c; PA Academic Std 1.2, 1.8, 8.1, 8.4, 9.2)
2. Demonstrate the value of cultural diversity as well as cohesion within and across groups.  (NCSS – Culture 1e; PA Academic Std 1.8, 7.4, 8.4)
3. Identify and describe significant historical periods and patterns of change within and across cultures.  (NCSS – Time, Continuity, and Change 2c; PA Academic Std 1.2, 1.8, 7.4, 8.1, 8.4)
4. Systematically employ processes of critical historical inquiry to reconstruct and reinterpret the past.  (NCSS – Time, Continuity, and Change 2d; PA Academic Std 1.2, 1.3, 8.1)
5. Investigate, interpret, and analyze multiple historical and contemporary viewpoints within and across cultures related to important events, recurring dilemmas, and persistent issues, while employing empathy, skepticism, and critical judgment.  (NCSS – Time, Continuity, and Change 2e;  PA Academic Std 1.2, 1.3, 8.1, 8.4, 9.3)
6. Examine the interactions of ethnic, national, or cultural influences in specific situations or events.  (NCSS – Individual Development and Identity 4; PA Academic Std 1.1, 1.2, 8.1, 8.4)
7. Analyze the role of perceptions, attitudes, values and beliefs in the development of personal identity.  (NCSS – Individual Development an Identity 4f; PA Academic Std 1.8, 11.2, 11.4)
8. Work independently and cooperatively within groups and institutions to accomplish goals.  (NCSS – Individual Development and Identity 4h; PA Academic Std 1.8, 11.2)
9. Identify and analyze examples of tension between expressions of individuality and efforts used to promote social conformity by groups and institutions.  (NCSS – Individuals, Groups, and Institutions 5d; PA Academic Std 1.3, 1.4, 8.1, 8.4)
10. Explain the purpose of government and analyze how its powers are acquired, used, and justified.  (NCSS – Power, Authority, and Governance 6b; PA Academic Std 1.3, 1.4, 5.1, 5.3)
11. Analyze and evaluate conditions, actions, and motivations that contribute to conflict and cooperation within and among nations.  (NCSS – Power, Authority, and Governance 6f; PA Academic Std 1.2, 8.4)
12. Explain how language, art, music, belief systems, and other cultural elements can facilitate global understanding or cause misunderstanding.  (NCSS – Global Connections 9a; PA Academic Std 7.3, 8.4, 9.3)
13. Practice forms of civic discussion and participation consistent with the ideals of citizens in a democratic republic.  (NCSS – Civic Ideals and Practices 10d; PA Academic Std 1.6, 1.8, 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.4)
RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR READING, WRITING, SPEAKING AND LISTENING

1.1
Learning to Read Independently

1.2
Reading Critically in All Content Areas

1.3
Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature

1.4
Types of Writing

1.6
Speaking and Listening

1.8
Research

RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR CIVICS AND GOVERNMENT

5.1
Principles and Documents of Government

5.2
Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship

5.3
How Government Works

5.4
How International Relationships Function

RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR GEOGRAPHY

7.3
The Human Characteristics of Places and Regions

7.4
The Interactions Between People and Places

RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR HISTORY

8.1
Historical Analysis and Skills Development

8.4
World History

RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR ARTS AND HUMANITIES

9.2
Historical and Cultural Contexts

9.3
Critical Response

RELATED PA ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES

11.2
Balancing Family, Work and Community Responsibility

11.4
Child Development

NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE SOCIAL STUDIES THEMATIC STRANDS:

I.  
Culture*

II.
Time, Continuity, and Change*

III.
People, Places, and Environments

IV.
Individual Development and Identity*

V.
Individuals, Groups, and Institutions*

VI.
Power, Authority, and Governance*

VII.
Production, Distribution, and Consumption

VIII.
Science, Technology, and Society

IX.
Global Connections

X.
Civic Ideals and Practices

*denotes 11th grade with an American focus

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENTS:

Students will demonstrate achievement of the standards by:

1. Participating in all classes through group meetings and discussions.  (Course Standards 1, 2, 3, 13)

2. Participating in the American Veterans Oral History Project.  (Course Standard 3, 4, 8)

3. Researching and presenting a group oral and written report on war and peace during the twentieth century.  (Course Standards 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 10)

4. Preparing and delivering an individual oral presentation and a persuasive essay on a significant event or person in world history over the past 1000 years (Millennium Project).  (Course Standards 1, 3, 4, 5)

5. Demonstrate understanding of the American form of democratic republic by writing a report on different forms of government.  (Course Standards 8, 10, 11)

6. Preparing and revising a personal improvement plan for the year that anticipates the skill sets needed to complete the year’s goals, that sets personal goals, and that details a plan of action for betterment.  (Course Standards 7, 8)

7. Reading a historical fiction novel or biography from the time period under study (1865 – present) and completing a project.  (Course Standards 1,4)

8. Researching and presenting a group oral and written report on the “isms” that have been absorbed into contemporary society during the twentieth century.  (Course Standards 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 10)

9. Researching a chosen career, writing a report on the information, and selecting a project illustrating details on the career.  (Course Standards 4, 5)

DESCRIPTION OF COURSE:

The purpose of this course is to integrate English, social studies, technology, and business through the investigation of the impact of communication on society, and significant moments and people in American history.  Throughout the course, students will read, discuss, debate, and evaluate issues related to these two aspects.  Students will participate in the American Veterans Oral History Project.  Analytical and critical thinking skills will be stressed.  Students can expect oral presentations, projects, research questions, and online portfolio entries to vary based on the unit of study and student’s readiness, interest, and learning profile.

TITLES OF UNITS:

1. Individual Development and Identity

· Skill pre-assessments - 1 week

· Developing a PIP - 3 weeks

· Skill post-assessments (online portfolios) - 2 weeks

· Career Project – 3 weeks

2. Culture

· Definition and examples - 1 week

· Cultural diversity - 3 weeks

· Historical fiction or biography:  reading and project - throughout the semester

3. Time, Continuity, and Change

· Essay and presentation on significant event or person in American history – 8 weeks

· Sources:  primary, secondary, credibility, validity – 1 week

4. Individuals, Groups, and Institutions

· American Veterans Oral History Project – throughout the year

5. Power, Authority, and Governance

· American form of democratic republican government:  definition, purpose, and power – 4 weeks

6. Civic Ideals and Practices

· Ideals of citizens in a democratic republic – 1 week

· Current events – throughout the year

SAMPLE INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:

1. Problem solving

2. Peer editing/evaluation

3. Discussion

4. Peer tutoring

5. Individual silent reading

6. Group reading

7. Oral presentations

8. Prompt writing

9. Research

10. Cooperative groups

11. Technology assisted learning

MATERIALS:

1. American Odyssey.  Gary B. Nash; MacMilliam Publishing, 1992

2. The Modern World.  Stephen Hoare; Simon & Schuster, 1993

3. School to Work.  Patrick Sebranek, et.al.; Houghton Mifflin, 1996

4. Technology (Adobe Photoshop/Adobe Acrobat/Microsoft Excel, Publisher, Word, PowerPoint/digital cameras/scanners)

5. Trade books for above technology

6. ACL-Clio World and American history subscription web service

7. Newspapers (various)

8. Magazine articles (various)

9. Books (various)

METHODS OF ASSISTANCE AND ENRICHMENT:

1. Phone conferences

2. Video tapes

3. Journal responses

4. Independent study opportunities

5. Technical enrichment

6. Collaboration with students, staff, and community

7. Second chance learning

8. Field trips

9. One-on-one instruction

10. Peer tutoring

11. Re-writes

PORTFOLIO DEVELOPMENT:

1. Web sites with attached research

2. Video clips and/or storyboard

3. Case study reviews

4. Business law review

5. Debate scoring guides with supplemental material

6. Pamphlets

7. PowerPoint presentations

METHODS OF EVALUATION:

1. Journal response rubric

2. Project rubrics

3. Technical product rubrics

4. Applied learning rubrics

5. Tests

6. Discussions

INTEGRATED ACTIVITIES:

1. Understanding Concepts

· Media impact on contemporary issues

· Writing process

· Critical reading

2. Communication

· Oral presentations

· Listening skills

· Group participation

· Professionalism through technology

3. Thinking/Problem Solving

· Analyzing

· Synthesizing research and presentations of whole group

· Analyzing products

· Inferring meanings from written test and debate

4. Application of Knowledge

· Creation of multiple products

· Personal Improvement Plan

· Self-selected product

· PowerPoint presentation and persuasive essay on one significant moment or person in American history

· Interview of American veteran

· Publisher web page with online portfolio

· Analysis of current events

5. Interpersonal Skills

· Working with team to complete assignments

· Peer evaluation

· Working with outside business/community members
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